History of the Maliseets

In Aroostook County, Maine

Compiled by James Wherry
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INTRODUCTION

Maliseets continue to live in their aboriginal homeland in Maine.
For North American scholars have universally held the view that
Maliseet aboriginal territory consisted of the entire region drained
by the Saint John River in Maine and New Brunswick. Despite an
internatioﬁal boundary that divided their land intc American and
Canadian segments, Maliseet occupation of their aboriginal homeland
represents an unbroken continium,

The Maliseets and Micmacs have a unique relationship with the.
United States, ﬁassachtsetts and Maine. For in 1777, Col. John-Allan,
the Congressionally appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs for
the Eastern Department, negotiated and signed a treaty with the
Passamaqueddies and Maliseets at Aukpaque on the Saint John River
(near the present sité of Fredericton, New Brunswick). This
treaty was subsequently adopted by both the Penobscots and Micmacs.
For the Indians, it provided: "That they should be forever viewed
as brothers and children, under the prétection and fatherly care of
the United States and enjoy every right and privilege, according to
the difference of situation in proport}on with others" (Kidder 1867:
311-312). And it alsc promised: "That in times of difficulty and
distress, or by any unforeseen calamity those who live within the

territory of the United States, should be furnished with ammunition
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for fowling and in proportion as their necessities" (Kidder 1867: 3125.,
In return for extending their "Fatherly care" to the tribes in the
northeast, the United States received Maliseet and Micmac support
during the Revolutionary War. And without this support, Col. Allan
reported that the most of northern and eastern Maine would have been
lost to the British Provinces. ' This treaty also recognized that the
Maliseets, like the Passamaquoddies, were divided between United States
and British spheres ofrinfluence. And that they would be recognized
for services, rights, and etc. when they come to the United States
whether as ‘individualsi or bands.

At least the British have recognized the two poiitical spheres of
influence for the tribes in the northeast for they had established
three reservations at Milltown, Cancose, and Sadnt Croix for ;hé
Canadian side Passamaquoddy. Neither the United States or:the state
governments of Maine and Massachusetts have followed similiar policies
with regard to the United States side Maliseets despite the existence
of the treaties. This remains a bit of unfinished business for the
United States.

The Houlton Band, which emerged ffom the family hunting groups
during the 1870's, exhibits an autonomy equal to the other nine
bands of Indians in Canada and United States who call themselves
"gkijin" or "the humans". The soclal organization of the Houlton
band 1is similiar to the other Maliseet and Passamaquoddy bands.

In fact, the socilal organization of the Houlton Band may in fact

demonstrate aspects which are more characteristic of the aboriginal

114




social organization since they have existed outside the framework of
non-Indian laws and regulations. Where as, the differences between
modern Passamaquoddy and Maliseet political organiration can be
attributed to the differences between United States and Canadiam
Indian law, the deme/kin community organization with leadership in
the consensus group of the Houlton Band approximates a type of
organization that has been at£ributed to the tribes of the northeast
for an earlier period.

.The Houlton Band of Maliseets are ethnically and culturally Indian.
For the use of the native language is still intact, which clearly
strengthens the Indian identity. To both the Indian and non-Indian
residents of Houlton, there is no confusion about who is and 1s not
Indian. And traditional Indian economic activities work to reinforce
the internal and external perceptions of Indianridentitx. In sum, |
emic and etic perceptions of the members of the_demelkin community
work to make them a bounded conceptual and political unit, the

Hotilton Band.
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1. MALISEET ABORIGINAL TERRITORY IN MAINE.

North American scholars have universally held the view that Maliseet
aboriginal territories extended into Aroostook County and adjoining areas
of Maine. This consensus of scholarly opinion has also maintained that
the Maliseet and Passamaquoddy were virtually identical people who differed
primarily in their economic adaptation. The Maliseet hunted inland and
lived on the lakes and rivers of the Saint John River drainage in New
Brunswick and Maine. The Passamaquoddy exhibited a strong orientation
toward a coastal resource exploitation along the coasts of Maine and New
Brunswick.

The period of recorded contact between the Maliseet/Passamaquoddy
and Europeans began in 1604 with Champlain's exploration of the Maine coast.
By the third quarter of the seventeenth century, European. knowledge cof the
interior regions began to increase and French traffic between Acadia (New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia) and Quebec was conducted over the old Indian
routes of travel. It was during this period that Cadillac (in 1692)
presented a fairly detailed account of settlements in what was then called
Acadla. His "Memoir" pfovideg one of the earliest European accounts of
an Indian settlement on the upper Sailnt John River:

At 44 leagues higher (than Meductic) 1is another fort which is the

usual retreat of the canibas or abenakis when they fear something in

their own country. It is on the shore of a little river which



discharges in this one (St. John), and which comes from a lake called

madagouasca (Madawaska), wh}ch is 12 leagues long and one in width...
This river and lake turn up to the north and it is the route that is
taken to reach the river kebeq opposiLe tadoussac (Ganong 1930:32).
The next important reference to Indian settlements on the upper St. John
River " and in northern Maine is found on a 1699 map by De Rozier (see below)
which was published by William Ganong (1906). The importance of this map
for this study is that De Rozier seems to be indicating four sepéréte Indian
settlements on what appears to be the Aroostook River. William Ganong has
supplied what information which appears to be avilable on this map:
It (the De Rozier map) is among the Parkman papers in the Library of
the Massachusetts Historical Soclety, and I am indebted té Dr. 5. A.
Green, the librarian of the Society, for the copy and for permission
to publish it. It does not include the whole map, but the parts of
interest to New Brunswick. While containing some curilous errors, it
is at the same time wonderfully accurate in the St. Croix-Magaguadavic-
Oromocto region, far more accurate indeed than any other map for nearly
a century thereafter. The map producéd no effect upon any other later
maps that I have been able to trace, and 1t séems itself to have been
made quite independently of any others. Apparently it was made entirely
from the perscnal observation of its author. Presumably the circles
indicate Indian camping grounds (Ganong 1906:59).
The De Rozier map may possibly be the only European map to detall the
location of Indian camps 1n Aroostook County and for that reason it is
unique. But because of its accuracy in detailing other reglons of the

Maritimes, it seems possible to assume that his locations of Indian campsites



are correct and based on personal observation.
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Figure 1, The De Roziler map of 1699,
{(from Ganong 1906:60)

The next series of maps which suggest Malilseet use of Aroostook

County are based on rthe observations of modern scholars.

This group




includes some of the foremost students of the history and ethnography
in the northeast.

The first of this group was published by William
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MAP OF NEW BRUNSWICK IN THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD
(from Ganong 1899:facing p. 330)




Ganong (1899). This map, besides showing the boundaries of Maliseet
territory, gives Indlan names for the rivers and alsc attempts to show
the Indian routes of travel. Gahong has unfortunately used solid lines
to indicate the Indlan routes of travel which causes the rivers to appear
to run together .across the portages. Clearly, Ganong has shown Maliseet

territory extending well into Maine. Ganong (1901) also published a

=

scate of males
& 1630 o

Figure 3. TO ILLUSTRATE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN THE INDIAN TRIBES.
(from Ganong 1901:153)

smaller map but which is possibly clearer for showing the boundaries.
He gave a brief statement on the basis of his evlidence: 'The traditioms
of those Indians, and such other evidence as we possess, agree that each
tribe was considered to possess as hunting-grounds ail the rivers on

which they lived, even to the headwaters, and hence the boundaries between



between the tribes were formed by the watersheds, as is brought out by/

the accompanying map" {Ganong 1901:154).
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of Penobscot tribal territory, location
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Figure 4. PENOBSCOT TRIBAL TERRITORY.
(from Speck 1940:6)



The next two maps must be consldered as a ﬁair for they are from

the work of Frank Speck. The first of these maps is taken from Speck's

.

book, Penobscot Man. He has stated that this map delineates Penobscot

territory in the period (circa 1910) upon which his study was based

(from Speck 1940:9). A striking feature of this map is that it extends
‘Penobscot territory farther east and north into Aroostook County than

is usually found among the authorities. The second Speck map purports
to.delineate Maliseet hunting territories based on the memory of informants

from Speck's 1917 fieldwork (from Speck and Hadlock 1946:364). This map
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Figure 5. MALISEET HUNTING TERRITORIES.
(from Speck and Hadlock 1946:356).



(figure 5) would seem to be in rough agreement with Speck's (1940) map

for at least a part of the Maliseet western boundary, but the northern
segment of that boundary would-seem to overlap territory that Speck's
earlier map had given as Penobscot territory. In searching for a reason

why Speck's two maps would have tended to limit the western range of
Maliseet territory, we are éonfronted with two equally possible explanationé.
It is possible, though not patently evident, that Speck may have been
recording -a pericd when Penobscot hunting territories were expanding into
traditional Maliseet territory. This might also help to explain why

Speck's two maps delineate overlapping territories, But, it is also
possible that Speck may have developed a Penobscot bilas from his earlier

and more extensive research among that group.r The avallable evidence leaves
open the possibility for either of these two explanétions to answer

the incongruity of the Speck maps.
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Figure 6. TRIBAL DISTRIBUTIONS.
{(from Hoffman 1955:71)



An additional map of particular interest for our present purpose
was produced by Bernard Hoffman (1955) and purports to represent the
distribution of the northeastern tribes in 1700. Although, modern
political boundaries are ﬁot included in this map (figure 6), Roffman
clearly has Maliseet tribal territory extending into sections of Maine.
Roffman's ranking, as onerof the leading ethnohistorians of the eastern
Algonquian tribes, works to supply his map with pérticular importance,

Finally, Vincent Erickson (1978) .has published in the HRandboock of

b

North American Indians a very clear map {figure 7) that delineates

Maliseet territory through an extensive area of northern Malne. Erickson,
in a discussion on Maliseet settlements, polnts out that reservations

. were not. always established everywhere that the Maliseets camped. And

of course, one of Erickson's exampleé of a locale where Mallseet families
were living during the nineteenth century without the benefit of a reserve
is to be found in Aroostook County, Maine (frbm Erickson 1978:125). For
although, various reservations have been established during the nineteenth
century for the Maliseets in New Brunswick and Quebec by various Canadian

governments, governments in the United States have never established

reservations for the Maliseet bands living in Axoostosk County. Yet, this
curious lacuna of govermment involvement in Indian affairs did not affect
the conceptions of common folk who applied the term, "Indian reservation",
to the settlements of the Maliseet bands in Aroostook County.

Clearly, professionals in the fields of anthropology and history
have found it necessary to include sections of northern Maine within what
they understood from their research to be Maliseet tribal territory.

Major writers in ethnography and history, such as William Ganong,
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Frank Speck, Bernard Hoffman, and, most recently, Vincent Erickson,

have included similiar gegments of northern Maine within Maliseet

tribal territory. This 1list of the professional opinions that have
concurred on the subject of Maliseet territories is not meant to be

an all inclusive.list. But, rather we have attempted to choose a

sample of the larger body of material on this subject that best represents

the consensus.
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2. THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND THE AFTERMATH1

During the American Revolutionary War, a trust relationship was
formed between the United States and the Maliseets and Micmacs. This
trust relationship was founded on Mallseet and Micmac.ﬁarticipation in
the American Revolutionary cause and was embodied in treaties with the
American government that the Maliseets and Micmacs signed in good faith,

The United States was obligated to the Maliseets and Micmacs for
their friendship and military support during the American Revolution.
Along with the Passam&quoddies and Penobscots, they protected American's
clain to all of northern and eastern Maine. This fact is clearly stated
in Col. John Allan's letter of 1793 to Sam Adams:

How far these people have complied with their engagements

our present possessions, Eastward of Penobscot might be a

sufficient proof, as it is ackﬁowledged by all acquainted

with that country.that their assistance was a principal

support in its defenae;

Their zeal and attention during the war.... is so well known

in that country that it needs no comment., Their uniform

conduct both in respect of humanity, as well as submitting
lgith the kind permission of Mr. Gregory Buesing, much of this chapter
has been taken directly from his paper, "Maliseet and Micmac Rights
and Treaties in the United States'.

-12-
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with patience under every difficulty was not inferior

to the most disciplined troops, and even when imposed

on at a time of intoxicatioq and fleeced of the little

they had, they always sat down contented and resigned

‘without any appearance of resentment or malice (®idder

1867:313).

Allan reported that the Micmac Tribe, the largest and most powerful
of the Wabanaki Tribes, alone could have defeated the. Americans in the
region, had they sided with the British. Yét they remained faithful to
their commitments to the Americans, despite the fact that they were
alternately cheﬁted and raided by American traders and privateers (from
Kidder 1867:294):

I would only obsgrve that had the Indians followed the

example of these plunderers and illicit traders...the

whole Eastern Country &s well as Nova Scotia, ﬁould

very probably been 1in a state of ruin and desolation or

lost to the United States. (Kidder 1367:295).

From the beginning of the War in 1775 the disposition of the four
Wabanaki Tribes, as well as their western allies', was of considerable
interest to both the Continental Congress in Philadelphie.and to the
Provincial Congress in Massachusetts, for the Indians held the balance'
of power on the northern and eastern frontiers, To the great surprise
of the rebels, the Indians responded favorably to American appeals &nd
from the outset provided valuable support to their cause. In September
of 1775, after the Penobscot Governor, Joseph Orono, had returned from
Massachusetts where he signed a treaty with the government there, Maliseet

Governor Pierre Tomah and Second Chief Ambrose S5t. Aubin Bear declared
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their support for the Americans, agreeing to the same terms the Penobscots
had reached. Soon efterwards, a delegation of Maliseets and Passamaquoddies
traveled to Massachusetts where they met with General Washington (from Kidder
1867:54~55).

In early 1776 these delegates returned to their home with a letter
from Washington and a "Chain of Friendship"”. The letter and chain were
received by the Maliseets in April or early May. The Whigs residing at
Maugerville on the St. John River reported that‘"Genéral.Washington's
letter set them -on fire" (Kidder 1867:66). The Maliseet reaction was so
favorable that Major Francis Shaw Qas‘dispatched from the Fort at Machias
in the District of Hﬁine to negotiate a treaty with them in Jume of 1776.
Washington's correspondence was forwarded to the Micmacs by the Passamaquoddies
during the spring of 1776. In anawer to the letter, the Micmacs and Maliseets
sent a delegation of 10 members to sit down with the American Leaders in
Water town, Massachusetts in July of 1776. During their visit they met several
times with the Massachusetts Council and concluded a treaty of friendship
and military alliance (Baxter 24:188-4Y3). The agreement was ratified by the
Maliseets but did not meet with the approval of the Micmac General Council
at this time for they felt that the Americans were umable to provide the
support promiged. Nevertheless, when the American Col. Jonathan Eddy attacked
the British Fort Cumberland in Nova Scotia in the fall of 1776 he was accompanied
by both Micmacs and Maliseets (Baxter 14:375-6).

The Micmac's fear that the Americans would not be able to live up to
their side of the varlous treaties was not ill-founded. Throughout the
second half of 1776 and for the rest of the war, the Americans were rarely
able to provide a sufficient quantity of fairly priced trade goods, upon ghich

the Indians were dependent. Therefore Governor Pierre Tomah of the Maliseets
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traveled to Philadelphia with a delegation of his own Tribe and of
Penobscots to meet with Washington. In March of 1777 Ambrose St. Aubin

Bear traveled to Boston also to complain about this situation before the
Massachusetts Court. Sensing the potential danger of the situation,
Washington urged Congress to appoint an agent to deal witﬁ the Wabanski

and to insure their trade, for‘if the Americans could nmot live up to their
trade agreements, the Indians would be forced to turn to British for necessary
goods. In response to rising tensions the Continental:Congress commissioned
John Allan, a Nova Scotia farmer and fur trader, Superintendent of Indian |
Affairs for the Eastern Department. In his 1793 letter to Adams, Allan
described the post:

as thé nature and extent of the business was fully understood

by the several official departments to whom it was communiCated,

the agency appointed for this purpose comprehended the whole

Eastward and Northward. of Connecticut River, making no exceptions

in what Nation or Country the Indians resorted (Kidder 1867:311),

Congress also gave Allan Instructions respecting trade with the Indians
(from Kidder 1867:181).

Early in 1777 Allan left Philadelphia for Boston where he began to
formulate plans for the invasion of Nova Scotia. First he would secure the
St. John Valley with a force of 900 colonists and with the assistance of the
Indian people. Here he would set up his agency, build two forts, and attack
the eastern portions of the Province (from Kidder 1867:181). A key part of
his plan was to make a strong treaty with the Wabanaki Tribes. This he
accomplished with the Maliseets and Passamaquoddies at a treaty convention
at Aukpaque, a major Maliseet village at the present site of Fredericton, -

N.B. between July 12th and July 23rd, 1777 (from Kidder 1867:105-6).



16~

In September 1777 the Penobscots also entered into fhis treaty (Kidder:
121, 234-5)., Although the treaty document, itself, is lost, Allen described
its contents to Samuel Adams in 1793: (from Kidder 1867:121 and 234-5).

It was agreed and concluded that peace and friendship

be now established permanent and lasting between the

United States and the several Tribes that such of them

ags were in the vicinity of the States should immediately

withdraw and assist In the defense of the country which

lay within the jurisdiciton of the United States. That

any Indian fndividual belonging to those Tribes whose

situation would'not permit them publicly to take an active

part were Admitted.to join with those who did. That those

employed should be supported during their service and the

widows and children of such as died in the time, to be

taken care of til]l otherwise provided for. That ;hey

.should be forever viewed as brothers and children, under

the protection and fatherly care of the United States and

enjoy every right and priviledge, according to the difference

of situation in proportion with others. They should enjoy

the free exercise of religion agreesble to their profession,

a clergyman of that denomination be furnished and a suitable

residence .be provided for him, on which a place of worskip

.was to be erected. They were to have exclusive right to the

beaver hunt, or if not consistent with the rights of others,

necessary steps were to be taken, as to prevent a destruction

of the game and other enormities committed by the white hunters,

by which conduct a great diminution of that ancient and profitable

support has been the consequences. That iIn times of difficulty

[
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and distress, or by any umforeseen calamity those who

live within the Territory of the United States, should be

furnished with ammunition for fowling and in proportion as

their necessities. That trade was to be 8o regulated as to

prevent imposition, that an agent should constantly reside

as nesar them as possible,lto whom they might apply for redress

and to assist in transacting of business among the inhabitants

and such other necessary matter .as thelr situation required.

(emphasis added) (Kidder 1867:311-12).

These were the major agreements of the Treaty of 1777. Allan
reported that both the Passamsquoddies and Maliseets agreed to enter
further agreements with the United States during the course of the war.
Such agreements laid the groundwork for future land cessions to the United
States in return for "the ancient spots of ground, which they have
hitherto occupied, .and a Suitable tract for the use of all Indians, which
might have occasion to resort there" (from Kidder 1867:312). There 18 no
evidence to suggest that the Treaty of 1777 or any of the subsequent agree-
ments were ever formally ratified by the United States Congress. Allan,
however, did negotiate with the consent of Congress and it is quite clear,
as 1s shown below, that the Indian people acted in all faith, belleving
that their treaties with America carried the weight of law. Letters from
General Washington, Col. Allan, the Massachusetts Council, and reports about
the stands taken by the Continental Congress could only confirm their belief.

The Treaty of 1777 was entered into under the threat of British war-
ships anchored at the mouth of the St. John River. Governor Pierre Tomah
argued against the treaty, c¢iting the America's inability to keep their paft

of the bargain; he argued for a stance of neutrality, for fear that the
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the people would lose their land completely should thé British decide

to invade. Allan countered that the Maliseet homeland could be taken

back when the army being raised in Massachusetts to invade Nova Scotia
arrived. Immediately after-the treaty was signed, the British invaded

and the Maliseets were compelled to evacuate thelr homeland, making a
retreat up the St. John and ovér into Maine. Allan wrote "It is incredible
what difficulties the Indians undergo in this troublesome time rather than
become friends of the Tyrant of Britian" .(Kidder 1867:117). After they
reached Allan's headquarters in Machias the Maliseets were instrumental in
defending the town against a British invasion. Shortly thereafter, they
learned that General Wasghington had cancelled the plans to retake and fortify
the St. John River. For his part in the Battle of Machias, Allan was mgde
a Colonel in the Massachusetts militia. For their part in the Battle, the
Maliseets received the praise and thanks of the_Hassachuaetts—Council.

In the summer of 1778 the Micmacs declared for the Americans, after
hearing that their old ally, France, was entering the War. On July 14, Col.
Allan received a message from the Micmacs:

three strings of Wampum, one from the Civil Chiefs, one from

the Warriors to the Warriors of the United States, one for

the King of France, welcoming him into the country, to be an

ally of America. They declared their zeal and attachment...

[and stated that they were/ ready when called upon to take up

the hatchet (Kidder 1867:250}.

A week later, three Micmac messengers arrived; and Allan held a
Grand Council with them and with the leaders of the Maliseets, Passamaquoddies
and Penobscots. An attack was planned on the new British Fort that had beén

constructed at the mouth of the St. John. Allan dispatched a force of 90
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canoes under the Maliseet Captain Nicholas Bawwawesh in August (from

Kidder 1867:254)., At the same time a force of 200 Micmac canoes was
asgembling in the Restigouch and Miramichi areas (from MacDonald 1912':36).
The attach was diverted by British troop movements and diplomatic maneuvers
and by the forceful leadership of Governor Pierre Tomah, who interceded for
the British, again arguing for’neutrality. To make his point stronger, Tomah
signed a peace treaty with the British in September. Most of the Maliseets
and Micmacs returned either to their villages or to Allan's camp, uncommitted
to Tomaﬁ's‘treaty. !

The Micmacs and Maliseets continued to launch raids on British shipping
and trading posts. The Micmacs, being more distant from the Americans than
the Maliseets, were more easlily punished by the British., In August of 1779
the British attacked the Micwmac Village on the Miramichi River; killing or
capturing a large portion of their fighting men. The chief fled and was
declared a rebel. A new chief, sanctioned by the British, was then installed,
whereupon a peace treaty was signed. The capitulation of the Miramichi's
band led to a similar agreement signed in September of 1779 by delegates from
Richibucto, Restigouche, Windsor, and Shediac (from Schoolcraft V.6 1857:677
and Gesner 1847:48).

In 1780 the British were able to bring even more pressure on the
Maliseets and Micmacs. In June of 1780 a Grand Council was held on the
St. John attended by Mohawks, Montagnails, St. Francis Abenekis, Ottawas,
and Hurons as well as the Wabanaki Tribes. The Maliseets, Micmacs, Penobscots
and Passamaquoddies were told about the great suffering caused by Schuyler's
camnpaign in the West. The Western Tribes were planning reprisal raids
- against the Americans, and warned them that they should "withdraw immedi-
ately, for they will be treated like the enemy if they remain with them"

(Raymond 1905:229). The Micmacs snd Maliseets, however, refused to dissoclate
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themselves from the Americans. Rather, in July ef 1780 all the Indians
in Allan's Superintendency sent a large wampum belt to the Congress in
Philadelphia and to the King of France, "as a pledge of their friendship
" and fidelity" (Kidder 1867:286), &he belt was actually presented to the
Provincial Congress in Massachusetts and to the French Consulate there by
Allan's representative, who stated that "the Belt is to be returned to them
again with medals at each end, as tokens of accepting their alliance and
friendship”. (Papers of the Continental Congress, roll 71, 58:59},

Uatil the end of the War, the Indians were swindled by the Awmerican
Traders and-reaided by American privateers; but they continued to defend
‘the American cause. Governor Michael Augustine of the Micmac village

of Richibucto was a2 good example; in 1782 Allan wrote:

The conduct of this Chief and the Villages under his immediate
care, is well known to many besides myself, during the War in
opposing and threatening upon all occasions‘the British
Government when attempting to .employ the Indians and do

much in his zeal, that even in the.Country where the Britons
have the Preminance, no trader dares go among them, who does

not express sentiments in favor of America (Kidder 1867:294-5).

On June 3, 1783, the Eastern Indian Superintendency was placed on
a peace footing by Congress and shortly thereafter the military post at
Machias wae closed (Papers of the Continental Congress, roll 26, V. 19

P. 53)}. Allan reported that:

At the close of the war, a8 circumstantial account of the

proceedings was laid before the Government of Massachusettse
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and Congress and approved by them. As the constitution invested
the latter with the management of Indian Affairs, they of course
fixed the agency on a peace establishment wﬁich comprehended as
before the whole tribes Eastward of Connecticut River, the plan
adopted would have prevented much trouble and expense and>given
security to the country, éhis appointment took place in June,
1783. In September it was commmicated to the Indfans in the
several parts who signified their satisfaction. The treaty of
1777 waes then confirmed &nd an arrangement for future conduct
(Eidder 1867: 313-14).

: Hoqtha passed however and no progress was made toward settling the
Indian claims that had been confirmed by tée Treaty of 1777. So om
Christmas Day of 1783, a meeting was called at the Pagsamaquoddy village
on the Schoodic (St. Croix) River. Attending vere "several of the chiefs
and youﬁg men of the St. Johns and Passgamaquoddy Tribe of Indians. A number
of Micmacs and Penobscots,...being present, and John Allan Superintendant

of Indians, Eastern Department” (Papers of the Continental Congress, roll

71, v. 58, p. 59). Captain Nicholas Hawwawes, A Maliseet who appears to
have ascended to the leadership of the "American party”" after the death of

Ambrose St, Aubin Bear, addressed the assembly. He recounted the role that

his people had played during the war and asked that they now be treated

Justly. Captain Hawwawes made it clear that all the Wabanaki people were
united in this plea: "Brother, you know that messages have lately come from
our brothers on the River St. John 1;&@7 in the Micmac Country and you must
kn;w their minds. We don't meet here as ourselves, but speak with the

volice of all our brothers in those distant parts."
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Allan left Maine shortly thereafter to report back to Congress,
In February of 1784 he wrote a letter of encouragement to the Wabanaki
people encamped at Passamaquoddy: -

Brothers: I have transmitted to Congress the Great Council

of this Nation, your last speech, as well as what passed at

our several conferences when last at Passamaquoddy: they

received it with glad hearts, and expect every hour an answer,

which will be delivered you early in the Spring. Also the

Great Council of the Massachusetts, and all your Brothers

Westward, has a love and regard for you., They feel the affect-

_ion of Brothers, and desires and wishes nothing but your welfare

that you may enjoy all your rights and privileges in as full

and smple a manner as any of your Brother citizemns of the.

United States; and are determined to see justice done In your

claims, as far as is consistent with their power and authority

(Kidder 1867:297-8).

In January of 1784, however, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
began to undermine Allan's Superintendency, protesting to Congress its
reestablishment on a peace footing. For reasons that are not entlrely
clear, the Agency was dissolved in March of 1784. The Massachusetts
government immediatel; set out to obtain a land cession from the Penobscots.
The Passamaquoddies, Maligeets, and Micmace, however, were ignored; as
Allan wrote to Sam Adams in 1793: "It does not appear that any notice has
been taken of them Eastward of Penobscot"(Kidder 1867:314). Allan stated
that this treatment was very costly to the Maliseets and Passamagquoddies:

The Indians notwithstanding the treatment and neglect, con-

tinued sometime in the vicinity of Passamaquoddy expecting
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when the confusion and hurry arising from the war were

subsided, notice would be taken of them; but nothing

encouraging coming to view they began to withdraw in

snall bodies to their former settlemenpa, destitute of

necessaries to subsist, and of friends to protect them.

In this indignant state, fhose of St. Johns suffered

much and they felt the resentment of the loyalist, for

their attachment and asistance to the United States

(Kidder 1867: 314).

Thus both the United States and Massachusetts ignored the various
treaties of the Revolution period.

This situation was of course very disquieting to the Indian people
and Ailan reported they began to hold councils "respecting their situation
still attached to this country, they repeatedly applyed to me for a settle~
ment." (Kidder 1867:314). The Indians anger was also apparent to the
settlers who began to invade the Indian's territory; in 1786 a rumor
épread throughout Eastern Maine *that the Northern Indians meditated a
blow upon our young Settlemcntsh (Lincoln 1787). Each year Indian protests
became louder; Allan reported: 'That in January 1791, a message came from
the several villages on the St. Johns and repeated their demands and delivered
it in such a manner as alarmed me." (Kidder 1867:315), This ultimatum re-
sulted in a letter to the General Court of Massachusetts calling for =a
settlement and to the Bishep of Baltimore requesting a priest., A priest
arrived in October of 1792 and in March of 1793 the Massachusetts General
Court appointed Commissioners to meet with the Indians East of Penobscot.
The meeting was held in October 1793, but Allan wrote that the Commissionef'a

power was limited and that no satisfactory agreement could be made. In
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November of 1793 Allan, who was one of the Commiseioners, was
summoned to the St. John for further consultations. The Indians
recounted that:

"...their Treaties and the promises made them...they demanded

a fulfillment of these promises; particular lands for settle-

ments, which 1f refused tkey ghould view themselves free from

all engagements and be at liberty to treat and accept of any

proposals made to them by any other power and in- future to pursue

in their own way what they thought consistent with their rights

and interest" (Kidder 1867:315-16).

They agreed however, to wait until February, 1794 for Massachusetts'
answer (from Kidder 1867:316).

On September 23, 1794 the final negotiation session for the 1794
treaty were begun in the vicinity of Passamaquoddy Bay. On that date
“the Indians assembled to the number of forty, comfrehending principle

-characters of the Maliseets, Passamaquoddies and Micmac Tribes, and some
belonging to Canada" (Campbell, Allan, and Stillman 1799:1). The Indizn
solidarity was complete:

the Chiefs of Passamaquoddy and Maliseet Tribes, delivered their

speeches alternately. No distinction was observed, nor would they

“allow any settlement wherein they were not equally concerned, as
well more resgiding in the Micmac Country and confines of Canada

(Campbell, Allan and Stillman 1794:2).

Again their principal complaints were put forth; in particular they
complained:

That the promises made In time of War, were not fulfilled

particular that of lands, for improvement and residence; tho
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they had resigned to the United States all claims within

the several haunts, on condition of enjoying an equal right

with others {Campbell, Alldn and Stillman 1794:2).

They decried their treatment by traders, the destruction of the
beaver hunt (to which they had been promised exclusive rights) and the
deprivation of the "Rites of‘their Religion." The treaty that was con-
cluded was acceptable to the delegates present. They then withdrew to
the St. John to deliberate with those not present at the convention.
Allan reported that "since this conference, a large Council ¢f several
Tribes have met at a distant Village, and in solemn manner, confirmed
what had been done at Passamaguoddy, which proceedings were accomplished
with strings of Wampum" (Report of the Commissioners). Allan reported
that representatives of this Councll returned to Passamaquoddy on November
24th, Three speeches were delivered by the Indian representatives: |
Jack Querrien, an old chief spoke for '"the Indians of the Maliseet and
Micmac Tribes, residing on St. John River and other parts adjacent;"
Johnnot Dennie of Passamaquoddy spoke, stating that they had been unable
to confirm the treaty until going to the St. John, ''because it is our
custom never to do it without the knowledge of all the young men, as well
as Chiefs;" finally, Francis Joseph Neptune, the Passamaquoddy Governor and
Revolutionary War Hero, spoke "for all the Tribes" (Allan Ms).

It 48 clear from the various speeches that the 1794 treaty was seen
by the Indians as a confirmation and elaboration of previous treaties with
the United States and Msssachusetts. Over and over the delegates expressed
their desire to meintain peace and frienship with the United States. The
Massachusetts Commissioners viewed the treaty as providing considerable .
military protection for the Eastern settlements from British supported, Indilen

ralds.
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The officially recorded parties to the Treaty of 1794 are the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Passamaquoddies and “all those
connected with them"., That this phrase included Micmacs and Maligeets
is incontrovertable from the evidence presented ;bove. Indeed, Allan
reported after the 1793 conferences:

1t may be seen that there 1s no distinction to be made /between the

various tribeg]} but if there was, the Passamaquoddy Tribe compartively

have the least claim, both as to numbers and attention ‘in time of
difficulty, and in the late transaction there were five others to

one of‘them (Kidder 1867: 317).

Thé‘names of the Maliseet and Micmac Trives were left out of the
1794 treaty because the majority of Massachusetts commissioners believed
thef had "no right to negotiate with Indians, that don't live within
the jurisdiction of the States;" it was probably this belief that stymied
the negotiations of 1793 (¥Xidder 1867: 317). By a resolve of June 26, 1794
- however, their authority was clearly expanded to include other Indians
connected with the Passamaquoddies (from Wright and Potter 1895: 197).

It is clear that the jurisdictional concern of the commissioners arose
partly cut of their lack of knowledge of Maliseet territory and residence
within the areas claimed by the United States:. More significantly, it failed
to deal realistically with the greater Indiar body politic: which both the
- United States and Massachusetts had previously recognized by treaty, and
with which they now needed to secure a lasting peace. In 1793, Col Allan
was the only one of the Commissioners who denied the relevance of the
jurisdictional element. He explained in a letter to Samuel Adams the position
that was soon adopted by the Massachusetts Germeral Court:

But this sentiment I never heard advanced before, either by

the French, English or any other nation. Indians are not - -
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subject to, or smenable to any power; they hnve_been
always viewed as & distinct body, governed by their
own customs and wanners, nor ﬁﬂl they ever tamely
submit to any authority diff;rent from their own,

while, they remain in the present uncivilized etate.

Their mode of life leads them thro' the Territory

of different nations, their residence uncertain and

changeable, that it can not be known where they

:really belong except that they were borm in such a

district and may be called by the name of the Tribe.

I presume that at every treaty and conference with the

United States a large proportion live upon lands, to

which our Government have no claim, and I know this

to have been the case with the French and English.

It 18 not the right of soil or the claiming a jurisdiction
that should be contended for, nor to prompt them to acts

of hostility against ahj nation or people; but to secure
their amity and interest to prevent those horrid scenes of
revenge and cruelty to which they are accustoméd. T am

fully persuadgd that every Nation who are subject to
depredations from them have a right and authority to cultivate
their friendship, and pursue for that purpose every measure
by negotiations or other methods, either in the country where
they reside, or any other place agreed on (provided it does
not disturb the peace and quiet of the civilized subject), in
order to guard against and ward off such evils, as much as to
defend themselves against the wolf or bear. For should the

former doctrine be established, the Eastern Country must be in a
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ruinous situation, es there can be no Indians to treet with in

the Eastern Department, but those of Penobscot, for even these

of the Passamaquoddy Tribe now reside mostly within the British

lines. (Kidder 1867: 317—315).

The 1794 Treaty was intended to be more than a land ceaaioﬁ. It
was Intended to joiln two people in friendship irrespective of any
"international border®. It provided safety to the colonists in return
for certain rights for the Indians whenever they were in the United States.

The juridictional issue has been largely irrelevant to the Wabanaki,
themselves in terms of their international organizations, The Micmacs,
Maliseets, Passamaquoddies, and Penobscots are culturally and linguistically
very similar, both because they historically come from the same "proto' -
organization and because they have had extensive relations with one another
At the time of the Revolutionary War, Col. Allan described their organizatioms
as:

A correspondence and intercourse have been opened a long time,

though the several Trives....and I can assert from authority

that an Indian can hardly be found past 30 years of age but

is acquainted and known within this circle. The very easy

conveyance by the Lsakes, rivers and streams so interspersed

in this Country, they can easy take their women, children

and baggage, where ever their interest, curiosity, or

caprice may lead them, and their natural propensity for

roving 1s such that you will see families in the course

of a year go through the greatest part of this extent.

This 18 course brings on a nearer connection
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by intermarriages which is now become universal,

paerticular as far as Merrimichi and St. Francis

so much that I well know that numbers uhichrl

had in the War are now residents in Canada and

other distant parts, and many from thence are now

living at St. Johns, Peno£acot, Passamaquoddy.

Thus connected there appears no distinction in

the right of the several hunting grounda, for all

by some tie or other have an equal cleim, are fully

domesticated as 1f natives of the district (Kidder !

1867:307-308).

This socisl cohesiveness was reflected in a political umion known
a8 thé Wabanaki Confederacy which united the various Wabanaki fribes:
(there ie considerable literature on this aubject, see Bear 1966, Prince
1897 .and 1921, Speck 1915). Allan noted that: "The same privilages
are observed in Council in peace or war, whether in a local or general
asgembly, the result you will hear of at a'moét distant part in a short
time" (Kidder 1867:308). The Wabanaki Confederacy had a comprehensive
.set of laws that were designed to insure the continued politicsl and
' social cohesiveness of the Wabamaki Tribes. These laws provided for the
installation of chiefs (which required the participation of distant villages),
the arrangement of marriages, the declaration of war, and the regulation
of hunting territories. The Wabanaki Confederacy continued to be a viable
~organization well into the 19th century. In 1847, for instance, Gesner
reported:

The Chiefs and Delegates of the Fenobscots, Micmacs, and

Maliseets hold a council annually at Point Pleasant /Passama-

quoddy ReeervatidiT on the Saint Croix, where they renew
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their friendship and establish regulations for the
. public weal (Gesner 1847: 115~116).

The Confederacy remained active throughout the 19th Century despite
attempts by government officials to break it up and despite the lack of
.assistance that might have been expected from the variocus treaties. In
1852, Governmor Hubbard of Maine urged the Passamaquoddies to sever their
relationship with the other tribes. He wrote that the Indians in Canada:

are controlled by the British Government, and their

interests are different from yours and from ours....If

you ask their advice and assistence, will they not ask

you go give them some pay for it?....They but men, they

connot heal your difficulties (Record of Coumcil Letters

43 222-226),

The Passamaquoddies did not find the Govermor's arguement to be
convincing, At the Indian Township Passamaquoddy Reservation the
Wampum laws and treaties were recited as late as 1892 (from Brown 1892: 58)

and as late as 1915 among the Micmac (from Speck 1915: 506).




3. MALISEET USE OF,AROOSTOOK LANDS 1750-1870.

Th; period from 1790 to 1870 appears to have been a time when
increasing outside pressures worked to make it increasingly difficult
for the Maliseet people to continue living their lives as had been traditional.
Before this time, the lower Saint John Valley had only.been sparsely settled
by Eurcpeans. But, the period immedliately following the Revolutionmary War
wrought drastic chénges for the Maliseeta and for the white settlers who
had been living on the lower Saint John Valley. For these earlier inhabitants
were faced with a relatively vast immigration of new residents. These new
immigrants were made up of tﬁose individuals who had remainéd ioyal to
the British Crown aﬁd who were viewed as turncoats to the American Revolutionary
cause. Despite the pressures for change, the Haiiseet people clung
tenaciously to the vestiges of their traditional lifestyle. It would seem
coherent to view the end of this period as the time when the Maliseet are
beconing Increasingly sedentary. And as this happens, the tendency emerges
for the-family bands to locate in areas not far off -the traditional tracts
of each family band.

The surrender of Cornwallis's army rendered the condition of the British
Loyalists in the revolting colonies extremely precarious. To check farther
American .expansionism, British authorities in North America found it prudent
to accomadate the Loyalists in situations that would be apropos to thelr
designs. And filling the Saint John Valley with a loyalist population
fit the British designs as well as possible. Of course, to expedite this

process, some of the pre-Revolutionary War inhabitants would have to be

~3] -
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removed.

To make way for the loyal populace, the French Acadians were
forced out of their settlements on the lower Saint John Valley.
The Acadians were promised government grants 1f they would only
settle on land in the upper Sain John Valley. At that time,
it did not at all seem odd to tﬁe Acadians, who knew nothing
of the Peace Treaty signed by the warring parties, that their
grants were made Iin territory claimed by the Americans.

The Maliseet people seemed secure In their village sites
for they had received a pre-Revolutionary War grant to thelr
major village at Aukpaque (near modern day Fredericton, New
Brunswick). They felt secure enough to allow a lease of their _
lands at Aukupaque for nine years, but as tradition asserts,
that lease somehow became recorded for 999 years. The Maliseets
had also received a pre-loyalist grant to their ﬁncient village
of Meductic which was later "miatakenly'" granted to loyalist
settlers., Meductic continued to be occupied by the Maliseets
with the 80 called sufferance of the loyalist grantees, down
to 1851, in which year the Woodstock reserve was purchased
for them. At the time of the coming of the loyaliats, the
Maliseets secured a grant to thelr village at the mouth of
the Madawaska River. This village at the mouth of the Madawaska

became for a time the major village of the Maliseets on the

Saint John. Ip 1821, for instance, Jedediah Morse conducted
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a survey of all the Indians residing in the United States for
the Department of War. He recorded that there was a village

of "St. John Indians" living at Madawaska, which was then (1822)
in territory jointly claimed by the United States and Great
Britian (from Morse 1822: 64)., As of 1825, Schoolcraft

.also reported the existence of some 300 "St. John Indians"

in the United States, although he had '"no information as to
their lands".

Brifish:authorities well knew that this grant to the
Maligeets at Madawaska and the Acadian grants on the upper
Saint John were lying within territory claimed by the United
States, William Ganong has analysed the period of the
boundary controveray and he has found that the British claim
to the upper Saint. John River drainage did not develop until
. 1814 (from Ganong 1901: 306). From the preceediﬁg, it seems
clear that the British authorities were attémpting to place
-the Maliseets and the Acadians in a region outside of the
territory claimed by Britian. Despite these pressures, it
would seem evident that the Maliseet presevered in situatioms
‘thaat were thelr traditional resorts. Until 1805, the Acadian
settlers who had British graﬁts to lands on the south side -
of the Saint John River remained the only white settlers
in what would become Arcostook Coﬁnty (see Figure 8).

The New Salem Academy of Massachusetts received in 1799 a
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grant to one half a township ia any part of the unaépropiated
lands of Maine, 1In 1801, the half township was selected in the
region of what would become Houlton by Joeeph Houlton and surveyed
by Park Holland, In the summer of 1805, Aaron Putnam with

his family came to Woodstock, New Brunswick where they remained
until 1809. While the family stayed in Woodstock, the younger
men began the process of clearing the land in the Houlton region.
In 1807, Joseph Houlton, Samuel Cook .(his son-in-law), and James
Houlton (a married son) were the first families to become permanent
settlers of Houlton. When these settlers came to Houlton, they
found, of course, Maliseets there to welcome them to their

new honme,

A few references to the pervasiveness of the Indian presencé
can be found in a few of the histories of Hqulton. In an early
history which purports to describe the condition'of Aroostook
County, we find that: "Ho-Anglo S8axon settlements, of any
consequence, exis£ed anywhere within its borders, away from
the coast line. It was all a wild unknown region, still in

the possession of the Indians (emphasis added), except the

Acadian refugee settlement of Madawaska" (Barnes 1889: 3).
Joseph Kendall, who was en early settler of Houlton, has
written one of the early histories of Houlton. He provides

a few interesting references to the Indians.
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Mr. Putnam made a location of rare fomantic beauty; surrounded as it

is on the east, south and west by the waters of the Meduxmakeag, the

aboriginal neme, but which 18 now familiarly called the creek. The -

north brench empties in on -the west, which contributes about one-third

to its waters. The elevated bank, which rises rather abruptly, following

the creek, upon which Mr. Putnam built a log house, affords a fine

view of the opposite surrounding localities. Here the Indians frequently

passed up and down, with thelr bark cances deeply laden with their

valuables, such as a varlety of game, "equaws” and "papooses" (Kendall

1884:10-11).

Although Kendall has written with an intimacy of one who was there, he fails
to offer any names for the Indian families that he saw.

Cora Putnam, who wrote a modern history of Houlton, recounts much the
same detail and offers an explanation why the early settlers were apprehensive
about the Indians:

The first fact to remember 1s that Houlton was surrounded by Indians.

The two tribes coming in contact with’early settlers were the Micmacs

and the Malicites, who had a roaming permit allowing them free access

to the hunting grounds in Aroostook and New Brunswick. One of thelr

hunting grounds was sald to be on the Meduxnekeag River, which flows

through the center of Houlton. Often the settlers saw these Indians
going up or down this stream, thelr bark canoes laden with their

trophies of the hunt, their squaws, and their papooses. The Indian

frequently showed the settler the way of the forest, how to track the

bear and the timber wolf, how to tan hides, and how to run down the

giant moose when the snow was deep and crust-coated. They proved to



=37=

" be friendly and helpful neighbors, and relations with them were on
the whole cordial, with the exception of a brief period during the
War of 1812 (Putnam 1958:32).
The striking feature of thia Putnam narrative is the generally friendly
relations that were maintained between Indians and whites.
The pericd of discord for which Putnam has alluded to would seem to
"~ have been more of a general panic brought about by ‘the news of the outbreak
of war. Samuel Kendall has supplied some of the Intimate detail for this
period:
At the news of the declaration of war between the United States and
Great Britian in 1812, of which the inhabitante of Houlton were
apprised on the fourth of July, being panic struck, in viéw of their
exposed situation, in the heart of the wildermess, surrcunded by savages-
on the morning of the fifth, Samuel Haskeli, a vigitor from New Salem,
(who informed the writer,) was dispatched as messenger to Woods took
to consult some of the principal inhabitants of that place concerning
what could be done to secure these defenceless families from insult
and plunder by the Meductic tribe of Indians. But before Mr. Haskell
reached Woodstook he met three Provincials on the way to Houlton upeon
a message of amity.
Soon after, George Morehcuse, Esq., authorized by the Provincial government,
came and informed the people of Houlton that they might remain unmolested
as in time of peace, that the arms of the Indians had been secured,
and the inhabitants forbidden to sell them ammumition; the government
was supplying them with provision. Thus thelr defence was guaranteeé;

provided, however, that the citizens of Houlton should neither bear




~38=

arms, aid nor assist in &ny military operation or designs against

His Majesty's subjiects; and in case of any hostile movements on the

line or in the vicinity of Houlton, either from the American government

or by the Indians, they were forthwith to notify the citizens of New

Brunswick thereof (Keﬁdali 18B4:13-14) .,
It would seem from this narrative that the British government was more
concerned with the Indian peril than the citizens .of Houlton. This British
reaction may have been unjustified but it was undoubtly generated by the
memory of the Revolutionary War when the Maliseete and Micmacs sided with
the Americans. During the War of 1812, the British secured the neutrality
of the Maligeets and Micmacs with the simple exped;ent of taking their arms.
Kendall has also supplied information on additional preparatioﬂs: "The first
sparse settlers upon the banks of the St. John were fearful of the Indians
in both govermments; and males from sixteen yeafs of age and upwards, that
were able to bear arms, were furnished with them by the goverrment” (Kendall
1884:14),

Despite these preparations for war, Kendall's History of Houlton

generally creates the impression that Indian/white relations remained on

a good fo?ting. For a frontier settlement like Houlton, ready cash was
always in short éupply. The early settlers were apparently able to barter
with the Indians for furs which they could exchange for currency. We

find from Kendall that in 1813 a group of Houlton residents carried to
Massachusetts packs of furs which they had traded from the Indians (from
Kendall 1884:17). EKendall has also related an early tale concerning a
hunting trip taken by two young men, one Indian and the other white:

A young Indian invited a youth of Houlton to accompany him on a hunting
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expeditien. The young wan, pleased with this son of the forest,
accepted the invitation, delighted as he was with the prospect of
such a novel excursion; with spirits buoyant with the snticipation
of inexperienced youth, on a beautiful September morning started off,
with his Indian friend, fdr the hunt, with the entire equipage for
the outfit, with gun, hatchets, knives, blankets, and provision
(Kendall 1884:24).
Finally, Kendall relates that the Indians found a ready market in Houlton
for selling game to the white settlers (from Kendall 1884:27).
Clearly, Indian/white relations in Houlton were common and cordial.
But, it 1is both odd!and frustrating that the writers of these histories
of Houlton rarely mention the names of the Indian families or the locationa
where they camped. The one exception to this apparent trend gives both
the names of the Indian and the location of their camp within the modern
limits of Houlton. William J. Thibadeau, writing on‘tﬁe first Irish settler
to come to Aroostook county in 1811, mentions‘the canp of Ambrose Bear:
It (Arocostook County) was all a wide, unknown region, still in the
possession of Indians, except the Acadian refugee settler of Madawaska.
There was at that time an Indian living with his family on the north
side of the Meduxnekeag Stream, near the Cold Spring, on land now owned
by M. D. and Albert Putnam, directly west of the Bowdoin Street schoolhouse.
To this day, remains of the old Indians, works and camps, can be
found on the spot. The Indians name was Ambrose Bear, and to this
Indian camp Squire Cook and John Mullen made their way, and had their
supper, lodging and breakfast. At thst time, Newell Bear, son

of Ambrose, was eleven yeare of age, and he personally told the
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writer that he remembered the occasion, and also remembered the
appearance of the two men., Newell Bear died in 1908 in Westfield,
Aroostook County, at the age of 108 years (Thibadeau 1910:11).

This old Newell {or Noel) Bear (see figure 9) was a well known figure

Figure 9. ﬁEWELiJﬁEAR

(from Thibadeau 1910:facing 11)
throughout northern Maine and western New Brunswick. He was a famous
hunter who reported hunting with his father all through the eastern part
of Maipe and accross into New Brunswick (from anonymous n.d.:200). Although
Thibadeau gave Newell Bear as the son of Ambrose Bear, the informants
that Speck and Hadlock (1946) spoke to reported that Newell Bear was the
younger brother of Ambrose Bear and that the two worked their hunting
territories together (from Speck and Hadlock 1946:364}. And with information

from Andrea (Bear) Nicholas, we find that this 18 much more in line

with traditional opinion on the genealogical connection of these men.
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It vas Newell Bear's skill as a hunter that made him famous
over the years. The Northeastern boundary of Maine was not decided
until the signing of the Webster-Asburton Treaty of 1842, Tensions
grew between America and Britian during the 1820's and 1830's and
troops were for a t;me stationed at Houlton and Fort Fairfield. This
period has come to be known asAthe "blood-less Aroostook War'. And we
find that Newell Bear's hunting ability was found useful to the American
troope stationed at Fort Fairfield: "At the time of the Aroostook War,
which arose out of the boundary dispute between Maine and New Brunswick,
he (Newgll Bear) was engaged by the soldiers garrisomed in Fort Fairfield
to bring moose meat for them out of the woéds, and he made many acquaint-
ances then from all over the states, as well as among the regular army
officers" (Anonymousd n.d.: 201). If we remember the strong~5upport
that Ambrose St. Aubin Bear, as éecond chief of the Maliseets, had given
to the American Revoluntionary cause under Col, John Allen, Newell's
supportive work at Fort Fairfield seems to fit into a family tradition.
Por 1t 1s possible to posit that Ambreose St. Aubin Bear was the grandfather
of Newell Bear. This posited relationship of the Bear men is, -at least,
roughly in line with the family traditions of the Bear family. And men
of the Bear family will occur again through this history. Ever since the
days of Ambrose St. Aubin Bear. This Bear family seems to show a strong
pro-American orientationm.

Another, Maliseet family name that occurs often and early in Houlton
history is Tomah. The earliest white settler in the Island Falls area was
a family named Sewall. During the first winter in their new home (1843),
the only neighbor that they had was an Indian, naméd Tomsh, and his family.
Apparently, they quickly established a division of labor that was commonly

found between whites and Indians: "Father furnished the Indian with flour,
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vegetables and cornmeal, and the Indian (Tomah) fu;nished the meat"
(Harmon and Miller 1972:9). This is a fascinating reference for it
fits nearly perfectly into our conceptions of the Maliseet Family
hunting territories as supplied to us by Speck and Hadlock (1946).
For they state that Captain Tomah hunted the region of Grand Lake
and its headwaters (from Speck and Hadlock 1946:372). And as can be
geen by the sketch map of the Boulton region waterways (see Figure 10)
Island Falls is at the headwaters of .one.of the streams flowing into
Grand Lake. Speck and Hadlock (1946) also supplied information on
another family group whose hunting territory was located in Aroostook
county:

Wapasokes, "White Hair," Sabatis, who died about eighty

years ago, hunted in the regions of Black river, Fish

river, and the Allegash rivér. Louis Sabatis, son of

"White Hsir," hunted the Little river region about

French lake, Louis died forty-two years ago at the age

of 85. His son .subsequently hunted fur-bearing animals

over this same territory and at the present time descendants

of the Sabatis family carry on extensive trapping in this

area. (Speck and Hadlock 1946:372).

Although not shown on the sketch map (Figure 10), the rivers of
this hunting territory were within short portages of the Aroostook River,

The material for Speck and Hadlock's (1946) report is based on infor-
mant's statements that relate to a period before the 1870's.

For it was the decade of the 1870's that the Maliseet hunting economy
climaxed (from Speck and Hadlock 1946: 360-361).

The occasion for this change in Indian settlement regarding

congservation was made plain by the informants' declarations
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that the native hunters, seeing that the whites were bent

on wholesale destruction of the game animals and fur-bearers,

deliberately decided to take their share and profit from the

forests before it became too late, and did sc. And thus the

epoch of conservative, regulated hunting by the Malecite who

worked the wild woods of ﬁew Brunswick east of St. John toward

the hunting grounds of the Micmac, came quite abruptly to an

end (Speck and Hadlock 1946:361).

The decades that follow will find the Maliseets becoming increasingly
sedentory in locations that were usually not far off from their traditional
haunts.,

Houlton, then, seems to have been a common resort for Maliseet Indians.
And, Peter L. Paul, a Maliseet from Woodstock, New Brumswick, ﬂas suggested
a reason‘for this apparent Maliseet orientation to.Hbulton. For, the Houlton
reglon, 1f viewed from the perspective of a Maliseet hunter, traveling by
canoe, represents a geographic nexus. The Maliseet did not carve out well
worn passages through the forest as the Iroquois did for they were master
craftsmen at building a light, dependable water craft, the birch-bark cance
and they were fortunate to live in a region literally filled with a tight
network of streams and rivers. With relatively short portages, the.rivers
and streams were the routes of travel for the Haliéeet pecple. Peter L Paul
suggested that the travel north by canoe would have been better accomplished
through Houlton than staying on the Saint John River. For, travel north on
the Saint John River would have entailed moving against the current. On the
other hand, a journey from Grand Lake to NRorthern Maine could have been
accomplished by canoceing up Monument Stream, portaging to the South Branch
of the Meduxnekeag River where downstream travel could have been taken to

Houlton or on to the Saint John River. From Houlton, canceing up 'B' Stream,




and portaging to the St. Croix Stream would have led to downstream
travel through much of Aroostook County (see figure 10). This posited
position of Houlton a&s a geographic nexus for the Meliseet canoeman,
would help'to explain the common sightings of Indian travelers on

the Meduxnekeag by Houlton's white settlers.



4, ECONOMIC CHANGE IN AROOSTOOK AND
THE EMERGENCE OF THE HOULTON RESERVATION

1870-1920

As a location commonly visited by .the Maliseet hunters, Houlton
early developed into & focus for settlement. ¥For as the family hunting
groups that made up the Malisest Nation became Increasingly sendentary,
the Houlton Band emerged out of the hunting economy as an autonomous and
stable commmity. Over time, the band grew as individuals married into
the commmity. The members of the band adjusted to the changing ecology
by a mixture of Indian aﬁd non—-Indian endeavors.

As late as the last half .of the nineteenth century, the economy of
the Maliseets was based on an annual c¢ycle of subsistance of activities.
In the spring, corn was planted at central villages along the Saint John‘
River. In June, at least some of the Maliseets might have traveled to one
of the islands in the Saint John River to spear bass amd sturgeon. Some of
the people would have made trips back to the garden plots during the summer.
Once the corn was hilled, the Maliseets would resort to convenient locales
to spear salmon and other fish. Falls and tapids in the streams and
rivers would probably have been ideal locations to spear salmon. Once
the corn was harvested and dried, a portion was stored in subterranean
pits lined with bark which served as the Maliseet grain silo. The
remainder of the dried corn was taken along on the migratory winter hunt.

During the winter hunt, the Maliseets broke into family bands and resorted

-46~
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to the Family hunting territories. Under the direction of a
patriarch, the family hunting bands would have been made up of a
number of individuals linked by affinal and consanguineal ties. As
ownership of the hunting territory was in the hands of the family
group and as the rights to the district were transfered to the lineal
descendants, hunters practiced conservation techniques to insure
continuing supplies of game.

The change from this conservation ethic was brought by the
fustration.of the Maliseet hunters who felt that their white neighbors were
intent on destroying all of the game (from Speck and Hadlock 19463361).
Speck and Hadlock (1946) have posited the 1870's as the watershed date
for this change. More then ever, the decades that followed would lead
to economic pursuits that were more sedentary. And increasingl&, the
Maliseets took up farming on land near their villages and searched for
various typés of employment by whites. It should be recognized however
that the aboriginal land-use pattern continued well into the 20th century
for the traditionally oriented Maliseet. (See chapter 5 below).

Interestingly, 1870 also seems to represent a watershed date for
the white communities in Aroostook County. For this was the date that
the Canadian Pacific Railroad ran a spur lipe into Houlton. To the
Aroostook County businessman and farmer, this new rail line meant hLaving
comparatively fast and economical access to a large commercial market.
This greatly improved the economy of Arcostook County.

The opening of the Rail line was also important to the development
of Aroostook County as a major producer of potatoes. For although

potatoes had been grown since the beginning of the white settlement of
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Houlton, the commercial production of potatoes did not become important

until after the Railroads had entered Houlton and Arocostook County. Aroostook

County soon became one of the major potato producing regions of the United

States.

These historical developments led to a change in the white community's

attitude regarding the Indians of Aroostook County.

For following on the

climax of the Maliseet hunting econcmy, the introduction of the railroads,

and the development of Aroostook County .as a major potato producing region;

the Maliseets began to settle permanently in Houlton.

We find in the Houlton

Town Reports from the 1870's that the Maliseets are referred to as nameless

Indians:

Paid on Account of Paupers off the
S.H. Powers for coffin for Indian,
P. Lavelle for burial of Indian,

{Anonymous 1872:5).

~

Paid on Account of Paupers off the
J.S, Putmam, burying Indian.

{Anonymous 1873:5).
Paid on Account of Paupers off the

Indians.
Lysander Putnam, for supplies

farm.
$5.00
$3.00
$8.00

farm,
$4.00

farm.

$318.28

Trafton and Clough, for supplies$13.26

A. Weeks, for supplies
W.S. Vanwart, Coffin,

(Anonymous 1874:4).

Paid on Account of Paupers off the
Indians.
Laurel Monson, for supplies,
H.T. Frisbie, for supplies,
E.C. Blake, for supplies,
Syphers Bros., for supplies,
H.A. Mansur, for 3 coffins,

{Anonymous 1875:6).

$ 3.14

§ 2.00

$36.68

farm.

$ 6.93
$ 3.68
$1.75
$12.01

£ 9.00

$33.37
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Paid on Account of Paupers off the farm.
Indians.
B.H. Putnam, Supplies, - § 4,80

(Anonymous 1877:6),

One of the town's major expenses in support of the Indian population was
for costs incurred in burying them. Clearly, "Indians" were present in
Houlton throughout the 1870's. The Town reports are unavailable for the
years preceeding the 1870's, but it is interesting to note that when town
records begin, "Iﬁdians" are preaent.-

The search for additional materials that would in&icate'who these
"Indlans" were has proven to be a low yield project. The United States

Census report for Houlton does not enumerate Indians in the census of 1870.

" The Baptismal Records of Saint Mary's R.C. Church of Houlton yield
the only evidence for the names of the Indians present in Houlton during
the 1870"'s. Additional information on these individuals has not been
forthcoming so 1t will be necessary to quote the bare details of thd
church records:

born - Peter Sebatis in Houlton on 8 March 1871.

Baptized - 9 May 1871

Parents -~ Joseph Sebatis

Sarah Francis

Sponsors - Lewis Francis

Sarah Francis

(Baptismal Records Saint Mary's R.C. Church, Houlton.)

This may represént a traditional family unit for it used to be the
custom for a newly married man to live with and work for his wife's parents,
at least, until the first child was born. It is interesting to note that
Speck and Hadlock had located the Sebatis hunting territory on the Black,
Fish and Allegash Rivers (from Speck and Hadlock 1946:372). Figure 11

represents an attempt to combine all of our material on the locations of the

Maliseet families. PFrom this array of information, we should expect to find
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the Tomah, Bear, Newell, Lacoot, Paul, Sebattis, Devou and Moulton families.
in the Houlton region. As was discussed earlier, the Houlton Town Records prior

to 1880 do not indicate the names of the Indians. And it seems possible to

ﬁﬁggest that only the Sebatis famiiy chose to use the Houltom church for
their Baptisms.

From the very beginning of the 1880's, Indians became named individuals
to the white community. For on the United States cengus for 1880, individuals

identified as Indians are listed as named individuals:

Houlton 1880 census Age Place of Birth

o self  Father Mother

Stevens, James 48 Head Can. Can. Can.

Susan 29 wife N.B. N.B. N.B.

John ' 13 son N.B. N.B. N.B,

Lizzie 9 dau. N.B. N.B. N.B.

Mary 6 dau. N.B. N.B. N.B.
Solis, Sally 55 Mother Maine Maine Maine
Lolar, Nicholas . 53 Head Maine Maine HMaine
Francis 64 wife Maine Maine Maine

Eunice 14 dau. Maine Maine Maine

Also, beginning with the 1880's, the Houlton Town Reports identify
individuals as Indians and refer to them by name:

Paid on Account of Paupers off the farm.
Nicholas, Indian.

C.D. Tenney, supplies $1.05
C.J. Hatheway, medicine $§2.25
' $3.30

(Anonymous 1881:5).

Paid on Account of Paupers off the farm.
Nicholas Loolar and family.

C.P. Temney, dry goods, $13.60
Page & Madigan, flour, $ 1.00
A.H, Fogg & Co., hardward, $ .78
T.M. & J. Bradbury, supplies, $61.11
H.B, Cressey, shingles, $ 5.62
Freeman Hiscock, wood, $ 2.25
Gilbert Thibadeau, $ 3.00
John M. Rice, coffin and box, $ 6,00
Willard H., Putman, attending funeral, $ 5.00

$98.36

(Anonymous 1882:5).



TO 1869 1870's

Captain Tomah "INDIANS"

Noel HT 1872,3,4,5,7
Peter

Andrew

(Speck and Hadlogk)

Ambrose Bear
Newell Bear
(Thibadeau)

Newell (Rabbit)
incorporated into Penobscot
circa 1870

(Speck)

Ambrose Lacoot
(Speck and Hadlock)

Newell Paul

(Speck and Hadlock)

Wapasokes Sabatis . Joseph Sebatis

(Speck and Hadlock) , Mary (Denie) Sebatis
son Peter

Newell Moulton HC 1871

headwaters of St. John

(Informants) Lewis Francis

{(Alex Polchies) Sarah Francis
HC 1871

Joseph Devou
" (Ellen Devou)

HC = Saint Mary's R.C. Church Records, Houltom.
HT = Annual Report of the Town of Houlton.

Figure 11. Indian Families in the Houlton area.
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Paid on Account of Paupers off the farm,

Mrs. Loolar and Tomah.

T.M. & J. Bradbury, supplies,
Lysander Putman, wood,

B.H. Putman, wood,

B.L. Staples, expenses hone,

{Anonymous 1883:4).

Pald on Account of Paupers off the farm.

Mrs. Lolar, Indian.
T.M. & J. Bradbury, supplies,

Mrs. Polis and family
T.M. & J. Bradbury, supplies

- J.W. Sawpson, professional services,
J.M. Rice,coffin . and e¢,for boy and: child

Amos Belonga, digging grave,
Willard Putnam, burial,

(Anonymous 1884:5).

Paid on Account of Paupers off the farm.

Frances Lolar
Henry C. Bradbury, supplies
Daniel V. Helmes, ticket and etc.,

Mr. Tomar
Joseph A. Browne & Co., Dry Goods,

(Anonymous 1886:5 and 7).
Pauper Account. Paupers off the farm.

Indians.
Cash for ticket home,

Joseph Paul.

John M., Rice, coffin and Box

E. Murritt & Sonms, supplies,

br. T.J. Fitzmaurice, medical services
W.S8. Perks, Sunds.,

Sara Toma
Cash for ticket home,

{Anonymous 1887:9 and 11).

Pauper Account, Paupers off the farm.
Joe Sapier's child.

E.C. Young, coffin and c.,

P. Powers, digging grave,

M. Lawliss, Burying Expenses,

L L L 4
ol N L~y
WO O o~ N
OO O

$11.00

$ 4.16
$ 5.00
$14.,00
$ .75
$12,00

$35.91

$3.10

$8.00
$1.00
$5.00

$2.75
$16.75

$5-00
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Newell Tomer.

E. Merritt & Sons, supplies, $3.00
A.A. Burleigh, supplies, $2.00
§5.00

(Anonymous 1888:8).
Clearly, the Houlton community was becoming more familisr with the Indians
living in town. A few additional names are found in the Baptisimal Records
of Saint Mary's R.C. Church. Figure 12 combines material from the 1880

U.S. Census, the Houlton Town Reports, and the Baptisimal Records of

St. Mary's R.C. Church., The small number of entries in the Baptismal Records
of Saint Mary's R.C. Church would seem to suggest that not many of the Indian.

families were using the services of this church for their baptisms.
At this time, the location of their homes and the structure of this

newly sedentary Indian community are unknown. But, one hint that may
suggest the answer to these questions was given by Ralph Williams, an
elderly white citizen of Houlton. For Mr. Willfams remembered hearing
from the "oldtimers" when he was a young ﬁan, that a site along the
Meduxnekeag Riv;r lying west of the Military Road was known as the "Indian
Reserve', This use of the term, Indian Reserve, would seem to be an emic
category meaning 'the location where a group of Indians reside'. Lawrence
Bear, a Maliseet who lived in Houlton for a period following the turn of
the century, further refines this category by inciuding the stipulation
that a specific locale must have at least five families before it can be
considered an Indian Reserve. To his thinking, Houlton always had an
Indian Reserve because thefe always were at least five Indian families
living together in the Houlton area.

The records for the decade commencing in 1890 yield susprisingly sparse
data. One problem is that there are no census records for 1890. The

Baptisimal Records of Saint Mary's R.C. Church do not provide a single




1880's

"INDIANS"
HT 1887

HC = Saint Mary's
R.C. Church Records,
Houlton

HT = Annual Report
of the Town of
Houlton.

WC = Church Records,
Woodstock, N.B.

U.S. = United States
Census

Figure 12, Indian Families in the Houlton area.
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Noel Tomah

Sarah (Paulis) Tomah
Dau - Susan

HC 1884

HT 1886, 1888, 1883

Julia Tomah
HC 1884

Peter Paulis
Mary Paulis
BC 1884
HT 1884

Nicholas Lolar
Frances Lolar
Dau - Eunice
U.S. 1880

HT 1881, 2, 3, 6

Peter Sapia (Sapier)

4+ Funice (Nicholas)
Andrew b. 1884 HC

+ Eliza (Oxford)
Thomas b. 1887 HC
Joseph b, 1889 HC

Joe Sapier
HT 1888

Mary Sapie
HC 1887

John Stevens
Susan Stevens
John

Lizzie

Mary

U.S. 1880

Sally Salis
U.S. 1880

Michael Paul
HC 1887

Joseph Paul
HT 1887

1890's

Noel Tomah
HT 1880

Newell Sapier
HT 1890

Louis St. Pierre (Sapler)
"of Houlten"

married Elizabeth Devou
WG 1897

Louis Sopiel (same as abovel)
HT 1899

Solomon bevaon
HT 1899
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Figure 13, BEAR KIN DIAGRAM

Peter Bear (circa 1760)
Chief of Meductic Band

Ambrose St, Aubin Bear (Revolutionary War)
Second Chief of St.John Tribe

Pe ter Bear

Anborse Newell Bear
Bear

ALola 15’0‘3 Q=A Peter Acharle ] Tom

Mary Bear Bear Bear
LaPorte
kate@ T dyevern - Autech Apat [-};
Sappierl Bear Bear Bear

Arry ’Q’Y Néwell Jéé J?erhone

Bear Bear Bear Bear '’ Bear

name that is obviously of Indian origin during this decade. But, the
Church Records in Woodstock, New Brunswick do give, at least, one entry
that 1s of direct interest to the Houlton community:

1897 Jenuary 18th. Married Louis St. Pierre (Sapier)

of Houlton, Maine and Elizabeth Devou. Presence of
Joseph Devou and Martha Devoe.

Chapman
The Houlton Town Reports provide a little additional information:
Pauper Account, Paupers off the farm.

Newell Toma.
Lumber for camp $3.00
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Newell Sapier

H.J. Hatheway, medicine, $1.00
W.S8. Perks, medicine, 1.75
$2.75

(Anonymous 1890: 5 and 7).
Pauper Account, Paupers off the farm,
Louis Sopiel, (Indian).
Williams, C.E., medical attendance, $2.50

- This bil1l has been paild by Charles

A. Rolfe, Ag't Passamaquoddy Indians.

{Anonymous 1899:7).
. It would seem that the town of Houlton was, for a time, .adverse to
providing monetary support to its Indian population. For data following
the turn of the century yields numerous references to the same family
nameg that we have prevoualy found.

Figure 15 represents a compllation of data from the Church Records,
the Town Reports and the U.S. 1900 Census. The Tomwah, Sapier, Bear, Paul
and Stevens family names persist over the decades. Noel Tomah is remembered
by Louise (Tomah) Polchies as her father's father's brother (see figure 14).

Louilse was uncertain, but she felt that the descendents of Noel Tomah may‘how

be among the Passamaquoddies. Speck and Badlock (1946) supplied 1nformati0n

. Captain Tomzah

| A=0
Noefx Andrew Peter|Julia
Tomah Tomah
0=
Catherine
(Francis)

Leo Toma Louise (Tomah) Polchies

Figure 4. TOMAH KIN DIAGRAM




1900"s

Noel Tomah
HT 1907

Newell Bear
Peter Bear
Mary Bear
Thomas Bear
U.S. 1900

Newell Bear

Kate (Sappler)Bear
Foxcroft Road

(Louise Tomah Polchies)

Newell Paul
U.S. 1900
HT 1909,10,11

William J. Paul
HT 1914

Edward Paul
BT 1914

Peter Paul
HT 1914

John Bernard
HT 1913,14,15

Frank Bernard
BT 1914

Joe Bernard
HT 1914 .

John Bolus
BT 1913,14

John Solis
HT 1914,15

Figure 15.
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Frank Tomah

Katherine (Francis)Tomah

HC 1905 -
HT 1907, 08, 11

Peter Tomah
HT 1907, 11, 15

Frank Francis

Mary Paul

HC 1905

BT 1905,06,07,11,13,14

Louls Sappler

HT 1907,08,11,12,15,16
Simon Atwin

HT 1914

Sappler  Sappler,
HT 1908,09

Isaac Sappler
HT 1909

John Stevens

Joaie (Denie)Stevens
U.S. 1900

HT 1902

Solomon Devoe
HT 1912

Joseph Devoe Jr.
HT 1912

Gilbert Devoe
HT 1912

Peter Lolar
HT 1911

Peter Polshies
HT 1905

To Tomah
Ellen (Paul)Tomah
HC 1901, 07

HT 1908, 09, 10, 11,14, 15

Andrew Tomah
HT 1908, 09, 10

Thomas Forlis
Agnes Forlis
HT 1903

Mike Pauls/Forlis

HT 1905

Louis Sopiel
HT 1902, 13,15

Matthew Sopler
HT 1905

Frank Sappier
HT 1906,08

Joseph Sappier
HT 1914, 15

Thomas Joseph

-Mary (Stevens) Joseph

U.S, 1900
AT 1901,06,08,15

Joe Gabriel(Gabriel Joel)

HT 1909

Peter Neptune
Mary Neptune
U.8. 1900

Joseph Devoe
Susan (Paul) Devoe

HT 1906,07,10,12,13,14.16

Wilmot Devoe
Alice (White)
HT 1904,14,16

Indian Families in the Houlton area.
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ise. For

which would seem to confirm the kin relationships given by Lou
they relate that Noei Tomah had two brothers, Peter and Andrew, and that
these men were the sons of Captain Tomah (frowm Speck and Hadlock 1946:372).
And apparently, one of their informants was Louise's father, Frank Tomah
(from Speck and Hadlock 1946:355). Loulse also remembers her father

~telling her that Captain Tomah was known by the sobriquet, Bok—chi-na-kw.

This can be translated as "stump" and 1t apparently rgferred to Captain
Tomah's diminutive stature. Many of the modern descendents of Captain
Tomah live in Houlton. Although none of.fhem coﬁld be really called short,

they are still referred to as Bok-chi-na-kw.

Louise. (Tomah) Polchies also remembers life in the Houlton band in the
. years immediately following the turn of the century., She was borm on 12
November 1893, yet she maintains a very clear mind and a fit body, performiné
much the same household taske as someone half a century younger, She
‘remembers that around 1901, they lived in apartments over a store in Paddy
Hollow. Her earliest recollections of Indian neighbors are of the John
Stevens family who lived next door. Louise does not remember well what
Frank Tomah did to earn a living during this period. - But, sometime early
on, Frank Tomah got a job working for the Houlton Water Company. Louis
Sappler may have helped Frank to find this job for Louis had been with the
Water Company since about 1900. These jobs with the Water Company must

. have been subject to seasonal lay-offs, for we find Prank Tomah and Louis
Sappier occasionally picking up work with the town of Houlton. (see

Anonymous 1907: 32 and 33; 1908: 35; 1911: 43).



The Frank Tomah family lived in the Paddy Hollow apartment for about
five or six years and then moved to the Foxcroft Road. Here, Frank Tomah
built a clapboard house on the un-used pasture land of the Kenney Farm,
At some point, the Foxcroft Road settlement developed into a small
congregated Indian settlement with five families living there from about
1906-1908., Besides Frank Tomah's family, there were the families of Tom
Tomah, Newell Bear, Frank Francis, snd Louis Sappier., It 1s possible to
schematically demonstrate the kin relationships of these people living

at the Foxcroft Road settlement, circa 1906-1908.

(Newell?)
P

Mre. Sappier

0:A &1 = Az
Nellie[Tom |Fr 'i‘;érrank‘&] ry| Newell |Kate éouis '}appier
“(Paul) |Tomah| Tomah Francis Bear Sappier Sappier

iﬁJ;g?/Eéf

— —mp ey

e

yyeyrdPyverrrlvopy ix53| &3
EEREF |FESESSRELRS § | HogE| 5B BE

PEETCS |ogrronslbog 3 R oo gF o8

H o H O 4] [ad E- qﬁ-ﬂ }-‘-':! Q <]

l'; gmm: HH E‘mg‘ [: 3 ] L] ‘2 (1] E‘E’ o
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FIGURE 16. KIN RELATIONS AT THE FOXCROFT ROAD SETTLEMENT.
(Households numbered one through five.
Informants: Louise (Tomah) Polchies and Leo Tomazh.)

This schematic drawing appears to be representative of a Deme community.

And by definition, a deme community would be a group of individuals
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living in close proximity who would be reiated by a series of bilateral
kinship relationships. A Maliseet community so structured would fit

well into the general theoritical/conceptions that researchers have

held concerning the social organization aund band structure of the
northeastern Algonquian Tribes.

A brief review of the anthropological literature suggests that

a bilateral kin type has been an enduring theoritical conception of
anthropologists who have taken a view 'on  the Algonquian:speaking tribes
‘of -the northeast. .Since the work of Frank Speck, .the northeastern
Algonquian speaking groups have been viewed as being non-exogamic and
non-totemic bands with patrilineal descent (from Speck 1917: 82-84).

But, anthropologists have come‘td find terms such as non-exogamic and
non-totemic to be cumbgrsome explanatory models. And, George P. Murdock
(1949) has introduced the Deme concept to define a non-western community
related by consanquineal and affinal ties {(from Murdock 1949: 63).

Masgsey and Driver (1957) have found the Deme concept to be an approplate
model and they have submitted the possiblitly that the social unit of

the Micmac, Maliseet, and Abenakil was the patrideme (from Massey and
Driver 1957: 388 and 415). And finally,. Harold F. McGee concluded for
the Micmac that a deme kin/commmity: organization with minimal social
stratification in the political structure ;ould provide ﬁhe most
‘parsimonious interpretation of the ethnohistorica data (from McGee 1977;112).
The Foxcroft Road Settlement fits this theoritical model for it looks like
a deme community and social stratification appears to have been minimal.

Three individuals (leo Tomah, Louise (Tomah) Polchiee and Larry Bear)

are still alive from this community and they have been consulted for

information on the social make~up of the Foxcroft Road Settlement.
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No individual was known as chief, yet group functions were conducted
under the direction or leadership of the cénsensus group. Around 1908,
the Foxcroft Road Settlement was abandoned and, except for Newell Bear's
family, they moved as a group to & new location closer to Town. The
Informants were not in agreement concerning the ?eason for this move.
Apparently, it was either because the pasture land was needed for other
pufposes by the owners or because the men wished tc be closer to Town
since most were finding work in Houlton. Appropriate land for a

new settlement was found just east of the Houlton Protestant: Cemetary
along the County Reoad. This new settlement which developed became
known as the "Indian Reservation". The important point that needs

to be stressed is that the move was made as a group = a fact which
suggests the functioning of a political authority.

An interesting photograph which records a group of the residents
—iiving at the Foxcroft Road Settlement around 1907 can be found appended
to this chapter. Tom Bear, who was visiting the Foxcroft Road
- Settlement at the time of the photograph, was Newell Bear's uncle
and was knowu to the informants as a hermit. Tom Bear apparently
lived and hunted in Arocostoock County. The arrangements. for the _photography
session were somehow made by Mary (Paul) Francis. Little else is
remembered concerning the circumstances surrounding this photograph
except that the men dressed in their "Sunday" clothes.

At the "Indian Reservation" along the County Road, Frank Tomah
seemed to feel secure in this location to build what Louise (Tomah)
folchies remembers as a fairly substantial house. Varicus Informants
(Louise (Tomah) Polchies, Leo Tomah, and Louse {(Saulis) Joseph) agree
that seven or eight Indian families lived at the Indian Reservation

from about 1908 to 1916. But, total agreement is not forthcoming on
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the identity of those families. The consensus of opinion suggests that
the families of Frank Tomah, Tom Tomah, Louis Sappler, and Frank Francis
were living at the "Indian Reservation'. lFor the other houses, the lack
of consensus may suggest that there was a certain amount of movement in
“and out of ‘the Reserve. The other possible families given mention are
John Bermard, Thomah Joseph, John Stevens, Louis Sopiel and possibly

for a time, Newell Bear.

The sources of income were fairly varied,foratheseefamilies; At

“least, Louis Sappler and Frank Tomah.worked for the Houlton Water Company.
Tom Tomah worked at the Lumber Mill which was located on the "Flats"
(Bridge Street). The mill was owned by Mr, Wilson. Peter Tomah
. worked at the Woolen Mi1l which was located along the Meduxmekeag River
and later was promoted to foreman. Many of the woﬁen and older girls
worked as house cleaners for local households, Mary of the men also
. received jobs as day-laborers for the Town of Houlton (see Figure 16).
Many of .the men would supﬁlement their income by making axe-~handles)
which sold for 5¢ a plece and potato baskets which sold for 25¢ to 50¢
a basket. Loulse (Tomah) Polchiecs remembers Newell Bear as being pretty
clever for he continued to make his living the old "Indian" way. And
clearly, one had to be pretty clever to make a living in that manner at
this late date.

From the statements of informants, it has been possible to outline

© .the life of the Maliseets of the Houltom Reserve. But, the larger part of the

Houlton Indian population was never mentioned by our informants. For
example, Louise (Tomah) Polchies remembered the older Newell (or Noel)
Bear who was the grandfather of the Newell Bear of the Foxcroft Road

Settlement. And although he appears on the United States census for
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1900 with two grown soms, no information 15 now available that would
provide the slightest indication to where they lived in Houlton. But,
clearly Figure 13 provides Information that indicates‘that a larger
number of Indian femilies were living in Houlton. Although we do not
- know where they were living, these individuals were linked by kinties
and were a part of the larger Houlton band/deme community.

In 1916, the Putnam Brothers (Aaron and Fred) expelled the Indians
from the County Road "Indian Reserve'. With the break-up of the "Indian
Reserve", a number of the families went to reserves in Canada and at
least one family may have settled in Pleasant Point Passamaquoddy
ﬁeservation. But others familiar with this kind of forced removal but
never growing regrouped on the Flats (Bridge Street). Frank Francis moved
to Kingsclear Reserve in New Brunswick. John Bernard may have died around
1916. By 1917, Frank Tomah quit his job with the Houlton Water Company and
moved to Kingsclear apparently to care for his aged mother-in-law, Margaret
Francis. Frank's son, Peter Tomah, was by this time married to Elizabeth
Paul of Woodstock Reserve, New Brunswick and was working as a foreman in
the woolen mill. Although they were married in Woodstock, Peter and
élizabeth apparently met when Elizabeth"s father, Newell Paul, came to
.Houlton to work. Peter's young brothers, Phillip and Leo, were also
workipg at the woolen mill. They stayed in Houlton. About 1920, Leo,
ona visit to Kingsclear Reserve, met and married Ellen Paul. He would
return to Houlton, but only after many years and with a family of his
own. Phillip Tomah later married a younger sister of Peter's wife,
Louise Paul. Thomas Joe {Joseph), who had been living inh Houlton since
the late 1890's, moved into a house on the Flats built for him by Wallie

Putnam with the agreement that Thomas Joe would work for the Putnam's.
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Thomas Joe, ultimately, worked about thirty years for Wallle Putnam.

For the next period, the "Flats" becomes the focus for Maliseet settlement

and 1t too comes to be called the "“Indian Reservation".



PIGURE 17.° WOBK BY INDIANS LISTED IN THE BOULTON TOWN REPORTS.

Roads, Bridges and Sidewalks.
Stevens, George,

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.
Francis, Frank

Polshies, Peter

Sopler, Matthew

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.
Devou, Joseph

FPrancis, Frank,

Joe, Tom,

. Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalka.

Devou, Joseph
Francis, Frank
Sappier, Louis
Sappier, Sappiel
Tomer, Frank
Tomer, Peter

.Schools.
Tomer, Frank,

Tomer, Tom,

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.
Sappier, L.,

" Sappier, S.,

Tomer, Andrew
Tomer, Tom

Road, Bridges, and Sidewalks.

Francis, Frank
Joe, Gabriel,
Sapier, Isaac,
Sapier, Sapier,
Tomer, Andrew,
Tomer, Tom,

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.
Devoe, Joe

Tomer, Andrew

Tomer, Thomas
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Labor

$ 7.50

(Anonymous 1904:22).

Labor

Labor

Labor
(Anonymous 1905;

Labor

Labor

Labor
(Anonymous 1906:

Labor
Labor
Labor
Labor
Labor
Labor
(Anonymous 1907:

Baskets
Baskets
(Anonymous 1908:

Labor
Labor
Labor
Labor
(Anonymous 1908:

Labor
Labor
labor
Labor
Labor
Labor

 (Anonymous 1509:

Labor

Labor

Labor
(Anonymous 1910:

543,75

$ 7.00

$ 3.50
32 and 34).

$ 7.50

$42.15

$20.40
27 and. 28}.

$25.00

$85.51

$ 9.00

$49.88

$55.88

$31.13
30-33).

20).

$33.25

$96.25

$77.00

..$140,00
35-36).

$ 7.50

$10.50

$12.00

$21.00

$12.00

$ 7.50
14-18).

$30. 50
$37.63
$15.76

44~49) .
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Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.

Francis, Fraak, Labor $43.93
Paul, Newell, Labor $ 4.37
Tomer, Frank, Labor $195.70
Tomer, Peter Labor $25.81
Tomer, Thomas, Labor $§ .88
Joe, Thomas, Laobr $27.12

(Anonymous 1911: 39-43).

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks,

Devoe, Gilbert, Labor $ 5.25
Devoe, Joseph, Labor $§21.01
Devoe, Joseph, Labor $ 4,28

(Anonymous 1912: 40).

Road, Bridges, and Sidewalks.

Devoe, Joseph, Labor $15.75

Sapael, Louis, Labor $18.38
(Anonymous 1913: 36 and 40).

Road Account.

- Barnard, Frank, Labor ' $ 3.00
Barnard, John, Labor §51.00
Devoe, Joseph, Labor $ 4.00

(Anonymous. 1914: 30-31).

Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.

Devou, Jos., lLabor $ 4.00
Devou, Gilbert, Labor $§ 2.00
Devou, Wilmot, . Labor $14.00
Francais, Frank, Labor $ 7.00
Keachum, Paul, Labor $6.00

(Anonymous 1916: 40-42),
Roads, Bridges, and Sidewalks.

Joe, Peter, Labor $20.00
(Anonymous 1917: 50).

Figure 17 continued.
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Agnes (Francis) Forlis
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Tom Forlis

' Frank Tomah

Simon Atwin

Sarah Atwin

Benny Tomah
Elizabeth Tomah

Louise Tomah

, Phillip Tomah

" Sarah Tomah




5, THE NEW RESERVATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE

ASSOCTATION OF ARODOSTOOK INDIANS: 1920-70

Because the research effort tb date has been primarily directed
toward defining the early hiatory of the Houlton Band, the following
gketch which is based on the recent history, lacks the kind of detail
which will be possible with further research. This chapter attempts
only to provide an overview of Maliseet residence in West Houlton, near
the confluence of the Meduxnekeag and B Streams, to describe briefly a
sample of representative Indian families and to give a brief notice of
the emergence of The Association of Aroostook Indians and its relationship

to the Houlton deme commumity.

The West Houlton Reservations

With the break-up of the County Road Reservation, a new Indian
Reservation emerged on the arez known as the "Flats" - a flood plain
of the Meduxnekeag just south of the previous reservation. The Flats
is within the west Houlton area which had been the primary focus of
Maliseet settlement since the early 1800's.

Figure 17 is a sketch map which presents the west Houlton settlements
of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians. In chapter 3, page , (from
Thibadeau 1910: 11), the earliest historic reference to an "Indian
settlement" was provided. Central to locating that Indian settlement was
the geographic definition wﬁich suggested that the 1811 cawmp of Ambrose
Bear lay on “the north side of the Meduxnekeag Stream, near the Cold Spring,

on land now owned by M.D. and Albert Putnam, directly weast of the Bowdoin
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Street schoolhouse" (Thibadeau 1910: 11). Although the remains of Ambrose
Bear's camp would have been known in 1900, to Newell Bear who lived in
Houlton throughout the 100 year pe;iod, it 18 not remembered today. With .
the services of an‘archaeolégist, we now find that there are two locations
- that more or less fit Thibadeau's (1910} description. For due west of the
Bowdoin Street schoolhouse, there is a spring on "B" Stream. There is also

a spring that is just north of the County Road and just east of the Protestant
Cemetary, Both spripgs fit Thibadeau's (1910) requirements., And both

are within several hundred yards of the current ‘“reservation”.

The next 1ocﬁle for which we have information of Indian settlement
lies between the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and the Meduxnekeag River.
The informant for this data was Ralph Williams who reports that he had
heard from old-timers when he was a young man that this area was the Indian
Reservation. Since Ralph Williams is now well into his seventies, this
statement would seem to temporally place thé Indian occupation of this
locale into the pre-1900 era.

At the beginning of the Twentieth Century, one focus of Maliseet
settlement has been identified by living informants to be across town,,fn
the east gide of Houlton. The known localee were on.the Foxcroft Road and
nearby Paddy Hollow, Figure 17 provides the relative locations of these
settlements. As roted above, the residents of the Foxcroft Road settlement
returned as a group to west Houlton in 1908. This settlement on the County
Road received additional affinal kin from other afeas of Houlton. And this
enlarged version of the Foxcroft Road Deme also was known as the "Indian
Reservation". When forced from the County Road in 1916, a segment of this

deme/commmity formed the core of the modern Indian Reservation on the Flats.
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Figure 18. WEST HOULTON SKETCH MAP.
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During the 1920's and 1930's, the area knovn as the Flats was tightly
packed with the houses of Indian families. )Some of the overflow Indian
population lived in rudely constructed houses across the road from the
town dump. Because of the frequent moves within the Flats and the
recombination .0f households, efforts to map the locations of Indian occuﬁancy
through time has led to some confusion.

Figures 18 through 20, provide an example of a neighborhood that
represents relatively greater atabili;y. ‘The Tomah,.LaPorte, Joseph, Sabattis,
and McKee households, shown in these figures, are Indian. Thig neighborhood
was built in the 1930's by the town of Houlton, under Town Manager Tom Packard.
There were six low-rent houses on a hill over-looking the Town Dump.

Because the houses were bullt under the management of Tom Packard, the street
became known as Packard Avenue. The street also received the sobriquets

of "Hungry H111" and the "Indian Reservation". The first nickname connoted
the relative poverty of the residents and the second became applied as the
racial make~up of the occupants swung in favor of the Indians. The houses
were without running water and during some winters the town did not bother
to plow the road. The distances from Hungry Hill to the "Flats" and from
there to the County Road Reservation .can be measured in hunmdreds of yards.
Today, all the houses on ‘Hungry Hill.hage been torn. down.

The "Flats" continues to be settled largely by Indian families. And
‘there are three houses on the County Road that lay approximately across
from the old Indian Reservation and which continue to be occupled by Indian
families, One lot on the Flats has traditionally been used by Indian men
as a common area for pounding brown ash to produce splints to make baskets.
This area was not only of economic importance but also a significant social

focus, for as men gathered to make baskets they alsc had an opportunity to
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socialize. Since the 1960's this lot has housed the ash pounding machine
vhich 18 used communally.

The Houlton Qffice for The Algodiltion of Aroostook Indians, aithough
east of the railroad tracks, is also in west Houlton. In recent years,
especlally since the formation of The Association of Aroostook Indians,
the condition of Indian families has improved and Indian families have
began to move into the area surrounding the AAT Office. And keeping with
this west Houlton settlement pattern, AAI is now .in .the process of ﬁoving

their offices down the street to the newly acquired Bowdoin Street schoolhouse.

Typical Families of the Houlton Band

The following brief family histories attempt to relate what life was
typically like for Houlton Band members during the first half of-the Twentieth
Century. These histories also attempt to locate those families within
gpecific areas and to show the interlocking kin relationships, which are
a characteristic of Maliseet bands. The changes in the Houlton deme
community reflect aimiliarfpattetna in the neighboring Maliseet, Passamaquoddy
and Penobscot reservatious as family names and family leadership ebb and
flow. This pattern of movement may be based on the older practice of
uxorilocal residence, whereby a man moves to the residence of his wife's
parents, at least, until the birth of the first child. By this time, one
of the major Rineteenth Century femilies (the Bear's) had already left
Houlton, Yet, they continued to live in Arcostook County for a while umtil
some remoed to the Tobique Reserve and others to Connecticut.

Characteristic Indian economic activities continue to play an important

role, especially basket and snowshoe making. Other "Indian activities" lesg



noted are: fur trapping, guiding sportsmen, and fiddlehead gathering. The
basket trade has continued largely because of the mutual dependency of

Indisn craftsmen and non-Indian farmers which is an economic relationshi

,

not unlike the earlier barter of Indian game meat for non-Indian grain.
It remains & widely accepted right of Indians in Aroostook to be able to
- go onto private land to remove brown and yellow ash - the principle components
~ of Indian baskets, It would appear that ash is the only product of their
aboriginal territory to which Maliseets have retained an wmregulated and
unrestricted right,

.As an ﬁid to following the sometimes complex famlly relatiomships,
«discussed below, a compilation of family kinship charts 15 appended at

the end of this chapter.

JOSEPH'S

The Joseph's joined the Houlton band by marriage when Thomas Joe
(Joseph) married Mary Stevens in 1893 (see Figure 21 for a late photo

of this couple).

Figure 22. MARY (STEVENS) AND THOMAS JOSEPH
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The Stevens family had been living in Houlton since, at least, 1880 for
they appear on the United States census for that year. Thomas Joe was

the son of Peter Joe - a Pleasant Point Passamaquoddy who had come to live

at Woodstock, New Brunswick by 1889 (see Figure 22),

“Perer Jor AT Work” Deawing by Adoey fur Bis article *How an Indian
Bir(‘h-l}gn'k Canoe is Made™ (Harper's Tuu{lg Peaple, supplement, July 29, 18g0).

Figare 48

Figure 23. PETER JOE
(from Adney and Chappelle 1964: 57)

In the years that followed the break-up of thé County Road Indian
Reserve, Thomas Joseph worked for a local farmer, Wallie Putnam, ﬁhile
his son, Frank, worked at the lumber mill located on the Flats for about
nine dollars a week. During the summer of 1928, Frank Joseph married a

Maliseet girl from the Tobique Reserve in New Brumswick, Louise Saulis,

a neice of Tom Tomah.

Since, Frank's job at the lumber mill was seasonal and the salary was
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too 1ittle to properly support & fam{ly, Frank and Louise decided to leave
Houlton-to search for better employment. Thomas Joseph also decided to go
with them and so the house on the Flats was scld. In 1928 then, Thomas and
Frank Joseph, with their wives, n;ved temporarily to Ha&ison, Maine in
search of better employment, That trip proved toc be unsuccessful and they
came home to Houlton in late 1928 or early 1929.

On their return, they moved into ancther house on the Flats. During
B this period, the area known as the Flats was fairly filled with houses
closely spaced. Most of the occupants were Indian families. '‘The Josephs
lfved in thét house on the Flats for three or four years until it was
destroyed by fire. The Joseph's then moved several hundred yards to a
small house across the road from the Town Dump. There were three small
houses along the Dump Road at this time and the other two were also occupied
by Indian families. A ﬁaliseet family by the name of Phillips lived next
door and Gabe Tomah lived in the last house. Before the second World War,
‘Gabe Tomah moved to Packard Avenue and another Maliseet family, the Pelkey's

moved in.

TOMAH

The Tomah family is one of the oldést documentated families in the
‘Houlton region. For the Tomah's living in Houlton today are the direct
lineal descendents of Captain Tomah whose pre-sendentary use of Aroostook
County ére—dates the 1870's. One of the earliest named Indians, actually
settled permanently in Houlton was Captain Tomah's son, Newell Tomah who
resided there until his death in 1907. Although Newell's brother, Peter,
hunted with Captain Tomah, he maintained a seasonal residence at the

Kingsclear Reserve, New Brunswick, When Peter's sons, Frank and Tom, vere
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warried and had begun families, they moved to Houlton to join their untle,
Rewell in 1901. 1906 end 1908 the two brothers lived on the Foxcroft Road
Settlement and subsequently mpved to the County Road Indian Reservation.
After the Break«up of the County Road Rescervation Tom and his family
remained on the Houlton Flats and his direct descendents make up a sizable
proportion of the Houlton band, ‘tcday. Tom, who was married to Nellie
(or Selaphie) Paul, had six éhildren, Charlie, Gabe, Andrew, Grace, Julia,
end Bessie. Gabe Tomah and Julia Tomah never married. -Andrew Tomah married
Sarah Sappler.. 1In the'i950's their children left Houlton. for Bangor, Maine
where they continued to identify as Houiton Maliseets. Grace Tomah married
Stanley Attean, a Penobscot, of 0ld Town and no children came from that
marriage. Bessie Tomah married Charlie LaPorte, another Maliseet, and had
two children. Charlie Tomah married a white woman, Minnie Clark; most
Tomahs in Houlton are descended from this marriage. Charlie and Minnie
had ten children, John, Gloria, Geridine, May, George, Roy, William, Dean,
Paul and Deborah., Except for George who is deceased and William who now
lives in Hartford, Connecticut, they all have families and live in Houlton.
The break-up of the County Road Reservation had a different effect on’
Tom's brother, Frank, and his descendents. A year after the break-up of
the reserve Frank Tomah quit is job with ‘the Houlton Water Company. He'
and -his wife, Catherine Francls, decided to~ﬁove to the Kingsclear Reservationm.
Four of his children remained in Houlton on the Flats. Peter Tomah, the
oldest boy was already married to Elizabeth Paul and they had a house on
the "Flats". Phillip Tomah and Lec Tomah both had jobs at the Woolen Mill
and they stayed with Peter. Lec Tomah remained in Houlton until 1922, when

on a visit to Kingsclear, he met and soon after married Ellen Paul. Leo

and hie new wife etayed on at Kingsclear wuntil 1940, when he retummed to
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Houlton, his family nearly all érown.

| In 1924, Phillip Tomah married Louise Paul who was & sister of Peter's
wife, Elizabeth Paul. In 1928, the Woolen Mill was moved to Wilton, Maine.
Peter and Phillip decided to move also. These two Tomah families never

returned to Houlton. Peter and Elizabeth Tomah never had any children.

Phillip and Louise Tomah had a family of six, who continue to identify

themselves as Maliseets of the Houlton band.

When Leo Tomah first returned to:Houlton in 1940, he was only accompanied
by his oldest son, Walter James Tomah. ~-Over the years Leo held a variety of
jobs in Houlton, including work in the woods and on the railroad. Throughout
this period, like other members of the Band, he supplemented his income
making baskets, snowshoes and other Maliseet crafts, Following: the war,

Jim left Houlton to marry his second cousin, Muriel Paul. That marriage
did not prove to be successful, and Jim returned to Houlton In 1950 to live
on the Flats. Jim has never remarried and now works for The Association 3
of Aroostook Indians as the wood's crew foreman, Jim and his father, Leo,
who 15 now in semi-retirement, continue to make baskets during the summer
month,

After Leo's wife died in 1944, his other children, Aubrey, Eleanor,
and Robert, come to live in Houlton., Eleanor marriédra Maliseet, Levi
Brooks, and with their ome child, Brenda, they came to live in Houlton
following the war, When Levi died, Eleanor married a Maliseet, Fred Perley.
Fred and Eleanor are retired and live in Houlton. AUbrey Tomah also
married a second cousin, Gloria Tomah, Tom Tomah's granddaughter; they
have five children and live in Houlton. Aubrey is self employed and has
his own monument business and also makes baskets. And finally Robert,

the youngest, Gaa brought up by Eleanor after Ellen had died. He lives

e

\
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in Houlton and worxs for The Association of Arocostook Indians as the Drug

and Alcoholism Counselor.

POLCHIES

The Polchies family bacame members of the Houlton Band through marriages
at two successive generation 1e§e13. As early as 1905 there was a Peter
Polghios employed by the Town of Houlton but it is not certain whether this
was Dr. Peter Polchies who was the patriach-of the current Houltom Polchies
family. Dr. Peter Polchies carried the title of Doctor because he reportedly
had special healing powers from being the seventh son of a seventh son.
Although he lived in Woodstock, New Brumswick, he came to Houlton to sell
‘to John Watson the snowshoes that he made. Dr. Polchies married‘Seraphyne
Paul, the aister-in-law of Gabriel Joe, in 1895. They had six children,
all born in Woodstock, Big two boys, Joseph and Alex, started coming to
Roulton around 1923 to pick potatoes. They would continue to come to -
Houlton each fall to pick potatces.

In 1928 Dr. Polchies' daughter, Mary married:Newell Moulton, whose
grandfather Newell and fa;her Azawis had held hunting territories in Arocostook
County before 1870, Newell Moulton was born at his father's cawp on Moosehead
Lake around 1898, After Alex's first wife had died in 1949, he moved
-permanently to Hodgdon, Maine, just south of Houlton where he lived with
his sister, Mary, and her husband, Newell Moulton. Alex produced an iﬁcome
for himself from various kinds of activities. During the winter, he ran
trap lines along both sides of the Meduxnekeag River. He made potato barrels
for the farmers in Aroostock County and he even made money from taxidermy.

Around 1952, he designed and built an ash pounding machine from junk parts.
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The asﬁ pounding wachine was first‘set up in Hodgdon, where he had a
profitable basket making industry.
In 1954, Alex moved into 2 house on the County Road across from the

old ?eservation. He stayed there for one year and then bought the house

- . next dﬁor, from his nephew, Sanford Moulton. In 1960, he started buying
baskets from other Indian families in the Houlton area. He attempted to
pay them a better price than they could receive from local store owners
or farmers. With his ash pounding machine, Alex could supply nemerous
individuals with all the ash splints that they would need to:make baskets.
Alex, in turn, would buy back the finished products which he would wholesale
to the Beal Company of Bucksport. Alex was able to continue these
enterpreneurial activities, however, for only two wiﬁters before his
Indian suppliers balked at the employee/employer relatiomnship that they saw
developing between theﬁselves and Alex., FEven after this development, Alex
continued to supply major wholesaslers with the baskets that he made himself.
Ultimately the ash pounding machin;}was bought by The Association of
Aroostook Indiang and them by Alex's sons Terry and Maynard. The machine
is now available free of charge to all members of the Houlton Band. Property
taxes assoclated with the machine are .paid -for by the Polchies family.

After Alex's second wife (Grace Paul) died, the three oldest children,

Maynard, Terry and Valentine, and their cousins, Joyce and Cleo Sappiler
with them, :went to Hodgdon to live with their aunt and uncle, Mary and
Newell Moulton. These Polchies and Sappiler children stayed in Hodgdon until
Mary Moulton died around 1952, They, then, went to Oaskfield, Maine to live
with another aunt, Agnes Francis, who was married to Roland Francis, a
Penobscot. When the Francis family moved to the Flats in the following
year, the Polchies and Sappier children moved with them. The oldest boy,

‘Maynard Polchies, had quit school by this time, but Terry Polchies continued
: .

/
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with his schooling and became the first Indian student to graduate from
Houlton High School.

The membership of the Polchies family in the Houlton Band was sealed
when two of Alex's sons, Terry nnd'Valentine married into the Tomah family.
Terry married Brenda Brooks, Eleanor (Tomah) Brook's daughter. Valentine
married Deborah, Gloria Tomah's sister.

Two of Alex Polchies siblings continue to live in Houlton, Joe Polchies
and Clara (Polchiga) Robicheau, Joyce {Sappier) Tompkins mother. Agnes
(Polchies) Francis is deceased. Hexr daughter Shirley (Francis) LeVasseur,
like other ﬁembera of the Polchies family, has had considerable influence
in the Houlton Band. Another sister, Elizabeth (Polchies) Paul died shortly

after childbirth; her son, Roy Paul, is also a member of the Houlton Band.

SOLOMON

ieo Solomen, and his wife, Ester, and their.family came to Houlton
duringrthe Second World War. It has been reported that Lec Solomen was
a m'dewolin, (ic shaman). As such, he was a man to be feared and respected.
Leo and his wife lived on the "Flats", After hé died, Ester Solomon lived
with Shirley (Francis) LeVasseur. This was ‘a household that raiaed many

Indian foster children.

SABATTIS

Like the Polchies, the Sebattis family became members of the Houlton
Bsnd through a series of marriages. Although we know that there were Sabattis
households in Aroostook County prior to 1870, we do not know their relationship

to the current Sabattis family. In 1926 Ellen Atwin, the elder half sister

F
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of Walter Sabattis, the current patrismch of the Babattis family, married

a Maliseet, Mitchell Devou who was born in Houlton in the 1860's. In 1940
Walter married Mitchell's granddaughter Frances Devou. After his marriage
Walfer moved for a short time from the Cromocto Meliseet Reserve to the
‘Indian Township Pamsamaquoddy Reserve before joining his half-sister in
1943 in Houltonm. | '

Walter had other kin in Houlton as well. His aunt, Florence Pelkey
and his wife's uncle, Louis Sappier, vere both 1iving on the "Flats" at
this time. In the early 1950's, the Sabattis family moved into a house
on Packard Avenué (Hungry Hill). Walter and Frances Sabattis ultimately
had fourteen children. .Three of their daughters married son's of Frank
and Louise (Saulis) Joseph and one son merried a daughter of the Joseph's,

further strengthening their affinal ties to the Houlton deme community.

OTHER FAMILIES

There are many other families in the .Houlton Band which this paper
cannot fully address. The Devou's, for Instance, continue to be & major
family group, related not only to the Sabattis family, but also to the
Paul, Hanning, Hardy, Sacobie and other families. The Devou's are
descended from Joseph Devou who settled permanently in Houlton prior
to 1860. Some Devous sre now connected among the Passamaquoddies,
Penobscots, and Canandian side Maliseets.

The Polis or Bolus family was part of the Houlton Band from the late
1800's to the 1940's when that line died out. This family may have lived
on the Flats before 1916,

The Sapplers were a major family in the Houlton Band during the late
1800's and early 1900's. Lewis Sappier's sister Katherine married Newell

Bear, the younger. There are now Sapplers living among the Passamaqucddies,

N
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Penobscots and Canadian side Maliseets. The last Houlton Sappier, Lewis
died at age 87 in 1966. His wife Florence {(Devou) Sappler continues to
live in Houlton.

Other Haliaeétﬁfxmilies such as the Pelkey's, Perley's, and LaPortes,

are no longer living in large number in Houlton.

A BRIEF ﬁOTICE OoF _
THE ASSOCIATION OF ARDOSTOOK INDIANS

The Asscciation of Aroostook Indisns (AAI) was establighed in the
late 1960's to deal with the many social problema facing the Indians of
Aroostook and to achieve Yederal and State recognition. The Associatiom
is of intereat to this narrative primiarly because it is an expression
of the long held aspirations of the Houlton Band who broght about its
creation. It is also of note that the Indians of Arcostook, whether
members Af the Band, resident Hi;gacs or Maliseets who identify primarily
with the Canadian side, have consistently returned members of the Houlton
Band of Maliseets to the AAT Executive Board, where ever the elections
ere held in the County.

Since its creation, there have-been twenty individuals who have
served in various capacities on the AAT Executive Board (President?
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer); of these twelve have been part
of the Houlton deme community. Three others, twe Passamaquoddies and one
Hiémac are long term Houlton residents, socially integrated into the
Houlton Band., Otherwise only five, four Micmacs and one Maliseet of the
Tobique Band have held Executive Board positions during AAT's eleven
year existence. And the terms of office for non-band members have tended

.to be relatevely short. Figure 23 shows the consaguinal and affinal ties

0

/
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between the Houlton Band members who have served on AAI's Executive Board,
The formation of the entire AAI Board of Directors has tended to follow

the same pattern.
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Kingsclear First Nation

77 French Village Road
Kingsclear First Nation, N.B.
E3E 1K3

Phone: (506) 363-3028,; 3029
FAX: (508) 363-4324
Language:Maliseet; English

Madawaska Maliseet First Nation
1771 Main Street

Madawaska Maliseet First Nation, NB
E7C 1W9

Phone: (506) 739-9765

FAX: (506) 735-0024
Language:Maliseet; French, English

Oromocto First Nation
P.O. Box 417

Oromocto, New Brunswick
E2V 2J2

PH: (506) 357-2083

FAX: (506) 357-2628
Language:Maliseet; English

Saint Mary's First Nation
35 Dedam Street
Fredericton, N.B.

E3A 2V2

Phone: (506) 458-9511
FAX: (508) 452-2763
Language:Maliseet; English

Tobique First Nation

13156 RTE. 105,

Tobique First Nation, NB,

E7HB5N7

Phone: (506) 273-5400; 5490; 5499
FAX: (506) 273-3035
Language:Maliseet; English

Woodstock First Nation

3 Wulastook Crt.
Woodstock, N.B.

E7M 4K6

Phone: (506) 328-3303
FAX: (506) 328-2024
Language:Maliseet; English



