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The Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians, in conjunction with the Wabanaki
Alliance, hosted eight candidates who are seeking the office of Governor
of Maine on March 19.

Democrats Shenna Bellows, Troy Jackson, Angus King III, Hannah
Pingree and Nirav Shah, were joined by independents Derek Levasseur,
Rick Bennett and John Glowa.  About 140 people attended the forum to
hear candidates’ stances on Tribal issues.

Settlement Act Review Group
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HOULTON, Maine – The Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians have welcomed
several new individuals to its staff.

Sean Lamkins has been named the new Home School Liaison in the
Education Department. The Home School Liaison Worker works in
conjunction with the local schools, parents, and Maliseet Education
Department to ensure a positive learning environment and experience for
the Maliseet Children. His position will run during the school year and he
will be active during the summer assisting the Boys and Girls Club to plan
and continue academic lessons.

“I look forward to connecting with my community and making a
difference,” Lamkins said. “I enjoy being outdoors, playing records, and
making music in my free time. Feel free to say ‘Hi!’”

Stephanie White has joined HBMI as a second Case Manager for the
Indian Child Welfare Act department. The ICWA Case Manager is
responsible for case management, program development and to uphold
the integrity of the Indian Child Welfare Act.

“I am excited to join the team with a background in both legal and case
management,” White said. “I have experience in a law firm environment
doing legal secretary work as well as case management, most recently,
supporting individuals in drug addiction recovery where I gained valuable
experience in advocacy and resource coordination. I am very much
looking forward to starting my role as ICWA case manager.”

Noah Reynolds has joined the Tribe’s Food Distribution Program as a
warehouse worker/delivery driver. Reynolds’ role with the program will be
to efficiently and effectively implement and monitor the USDA Food
Distribution Program, following program guidelines. Among his
responsibilities will be to assist clients with intake, applications and
determinations of eligibility. He will also assist with the organization and
cleanliness of the Food Distribution Program Center.

Nikki Roy has been named Finance Director for the Maliseet Indian
Housing Authority. Roy, who previously worked for the town of Houlton
and RSU 29, said she has enjoyed getting to know more about the
Maliseet Community since joining the Housing Authority in December,
2025. Also at the Housing Authority, Mike Jewell has been named as the
maintenance supervisor, while Joe Nason and Paul Cloutier have been
added as maintenance workers.

HBMI Welcomes new staff
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Sunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Taco Tuesday!
Make your own Tacos

with all the fixings
Chips/Drinks

Dessert Squares

Baked Ham
Mashed Potatoes

Corn
Crescent Rolls

Pie
Easter Candy

Chop Suey
Broccoli

Italian Bread
Assorted 

Ice Cream Bars

Shepherd’s Pie
Spinach

Whole Wheat Bread
Jello w/topping

Baked Pork Chops
Mashed Potatoes
Stove Top Stuffing
Mixed Vegetables

Cookies
Rolls

Patriots Day
All Tribal Offices Closed

Baked Chicken
Potato Salad

Stewed Tomatoes
Cooks Choice Bread

Assorted Dessert

BINGO!
Finger Roll Sandwich

(egg, ham, chicken
salad)

Chips/Soda
Cook’s Choice Dessert

Meatloaf w/gravy
Mashed Potatoes

Creamed Corn
Dinner Rolls

Brownies
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Baked Beans
Hot Dogs

Potato Salad
Sadies’ Rolls

Cake

All regular meals begin at 11 a.m.

Elder Center phone # -- 532-7780 
Elder Coordinator -- Danya Boyce

Cook -- Mark Lewis
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Elders’ Calendar
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Important Dates: April 1, April Fool’s Day; 
April 5, Easter; April 15, Tax Day; 

April 20, Patriots’ Day (Office Closed)
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Upcoming
Community socials

    We are continuing our theme
of timing Community Socials
with the full moon cycle. The
April social, “Ponatomuwi Kisuhs”
will be on Wednesday, April 1 at
5:30 p.m. at the Community
Center (568 Foxcroft Road).
 The next social will be
“Siqonomeqi Kisuhs” on Friday,
May 1. 

Elders Council updates
  The Elders Council is looking for Elders
interested in helping with this year’s Fourth of
July parade float.
     Also, we are looking for donations (no clothing
or shoes) for our Elder Center Yard sale on May 8 &
9 to benefit elder activities. 
     In addition, we are looking for Elders interested
in setting up their own table to sell their crafts
food etc. at the Elder Expo on Aug. 15.

     Did you know that the Elder Center is
available for functions/parties/meetings and
other functions free of charge for Tribal
citizens. Feel free to join our Elder Council
meetings every other Tuesday at 11:45 a.m. at
the Elder Center. All are welcome! Our April
meetings are on April 7 and 21.

Please contact Danya Boyce at the Elder
Center at 207-532-7780 if you are interested in

any of these events.

Tribal News & AnnouncementsTribal News & AnnouncementsTribal News & Announcements

Settlement Act Review
    Join us Tuesday, April 14, at 1
p.m. at the museum (618 Foxcroft
Road) for the HBMI Settlement
and Implementing Act Review
Group. This group is open to
anyone who wants to come.
  If you have ever wondered
about the Settlement Act and
the Implementing Acts, and
specifically HBMI’s role in these
Acts, we are putting together a
group to study and review it.
From this group, we also hope to
create review materials to be
housed at the museum for all
community members. FMI: email
dmacdonald@maliseets.com.



It’s Tree Tapping Time once again!
LITTLETON, Maine – Participants in the Boys & Girls
Club of Maliseets gained first-hand knowledge on
how to identify sap producing maple trees during a
chilly afternoon field trip Monday, March 23.

Gathering at the Natural Resources building, the
youth first learned how the sap harvest marks the
end of winter and the beginning of a new cycle of
life. Many tribes hold ceremonies and offer tobacco
to the trees before tapping, acknowledging the
tree’s role in providing sustenance. 

Held one day after the 43  annual Maine Maple
Weekend, the youth embarked on a short hike to a
nearby patch of trees to determine which ones were
maple, and whether they were large enough to be
tapped for syrup by hugging the trunk of the tree.

rd

Steven Phillips, Natural Resources Specialist, said
Maple sap typically only runs when the temperature
rises above freezing in early spring, during what
some tribes call the “sugar moon.” This year has
been particularly difficult in sap collection,
according to Phillips, as there have been days of
very warm spring temperatures only to be followed
by extremely cold conditions.

Carson Jacob of the Boys & Girls Club of Maliseets carefully drills a
hole into a maple tree under the watchful eye of Steven Phillips . 

A frozen “sap-sicle” 

The gathering of syrup from maple trees in
the woodlands Maine is an ancient practice
that had helped sustain Indigenous peoples
for thousands of years. Historically,
Indigenous people used maple syrup to cure
meats, as a sweetener for bitter medicines
and as an anesthetic. 

Maple sugar also contains nutritious
minerals, including phosphorous,
magnesium, potassium, iron and calcium.
Maple syrup was also used as a trade item in
the form of dried, portable sugar slabs.
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